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WELCOME TO CONGREGATION KOL EMETH 
 
We are a traditional egalitarian, Conservative synagogue, located in the heart of Silicon 
Valley. Kol Emeth provides programs that meet a wide range of congregants' needs. We 
offer a warm environment for Jewish study, prayer and developing a close community. Our 
services are participatory and led by our Rabbis and congregants. With our growing 
membership, the congregation is home to families and individuals with deep roots in the 
area as well as many newcomers. We welcome you to our community. 
 
 
Our Mission Statement: 
 
Kol Emeth Youth Education strives to lay the foundation of a strong and joyful Jewish 
identity, upon which every child can build a life of learning, celebration, and ethical action. 
 
 
Our School Community Strives to Be: 

 
·  A Welcoming Community: Our school is committed to creating a community that 

embraces and supports its students, parents, teachers, and staff.  Our school’s 
atmosphere is warm and personal, welcoming and diverse, encompassing a wide 
range of family types, learning styles, and Jewish backgrounds.  Our school is also 
an integral part of a larger community: a vibrant, intergenerational synagogue to 
which our students contribute their joy and energy, and from which we draw 
strength and wisdom. 

 
·  A Community of Lifelong Learners: We believe that Jewish learning is a lifelong 

activity, and that the purpose of our school is to begin, not to complete, a Jewish 
education.  Our goal is for all our students to graduate with the desire and the tools 
they need to continue learning.  We know that parents and teachers are on their own 
Jewish journeys, and we strive to create opportunities for them to learn along with 
the students.  We believe that learning takes place in formal and informal contexts, 
and we provide programs for children and families in and out of the classroom. 

 
·  A Community both Traditional and Modern:  Our school takes Jewish tradition 

seriously, and approaches it through a modern lens.  Through the observance of 
customs and holidays, we connect with the history of the Jewish people, and our 
tradition is alive, evolving with every generation.  At the center of this tradition is 
the encounter between Israel and God as expressed in the Torah.  Our students are 
invited to find their place in this relationship, to discover the meaning of the sacred 
in their own lives.  They experience the peace of Shabbat, the revelry of Purim, the 
shelter of the Sukkah, and the joy of Simchat Torah.  They approach Jewish texts in 
a setting that respects their intellect and encourages their questions, and they study 
Hebrew as a gateway to traditional prayers and sources as well as a link with the 
Jewish people in Israel and around the world.  Our school, like our synagogue, is 
committed to a Judaism that is fully gender-egalitarian.  Boys and girls at our school 
prepare for leadership in every aspect of Jewish life. 
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·  Part of a Worldwide Community: Judaism links us not only with Jews past and 

future, but also with Jews around the world.  Our diverse traditions enrich our 
school, where students learn Jewish customs from across the globe; we expect that 
our graduates will be able to walk into any synagogue in the world and feel at home.  
At the same time, our school emphasizes the special role of one place--the land of 
Israel--in Jewish history and life. 

 
·  A Community Engaged with the World Around Us: Our students and their 

parents belong to many communities, and much of our time is spent in secular 
settings.  We view this as an opportunity to bring a Jewish sensibility to the non-
Jewish world.  We teach children to carry their identity and values into every sphere 
of life.  Our teachers connect traditional text study and Jewish observance with 
modern social realities.  Through the practice of mitzvot (commandments), tzedakah 
(righteousness) and tikkun olam (repairing the world), our students and graduates 
carry Jewish values beyond the walls of the school and synagogue, into the world. 
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PEOPLE TO KNOW  
 
 
Our Rabbinic Team: 
 
Rabbi David Booth, Senior Rabbi, is the spiritual leader of Congregation Kol Emeth in 
Palo Alto. He was educated at the University of Judaism in Los Angeles and then the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. Rabbi Booth grew up in the Bay Area and is 
thrilled to have returned home to such a vibrant and dynamic Jewish community. In 
addition to his responsibilities at Kol Emeth, Rabbi Booth has recently joined the 
Committee for Jewish Laws and Standards, helping the Conservative movement deal with 
the pressing halakhic issues of our day. He is blessed with three children: Joshua, Naomi, 
and Maytal, along with his wonderful wife, Carol.  
 
 
Rabbi Sarah Graff, Assistant Rabbi, grew up in Olympia Fields, IL, a small Jewish 
community outside of Chicago. She studied psychology and Jewish studies at Washington 
University in St. Louis, and then earned her Rabbinic ordination at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York. She has served as one of our Rabbis since 2001, focusing on 
pastoral and chesed work as well as women’s study and spirituality. Rabbi Graff and her 
husband, Dr. Scott Roy, have 3 lovely little girls - Eliana, Chava and Orli.  
 
 
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin, Director of Lifelong Learning grew up in the East Bay. Growing up 
in the Reform movement gave Rabbi Matzkin a love of prayer, creative ritual and outdoor 
spirituality, and a strong commitment to social justice. After studying Music and Jewish 
Studies at Indiana University, Rabbi Matzkin spent two years working for Hillel of 
Philadelphia engaging hundreds of students across the city. She received Rabbinic 
Ordination from the Ziegler School of Rabbinic Studies as well as a Masters in Jewish 
Experiential Education at the American Jewish University. Rabbi Matzkin has played the 
flute for over 20 years, and relishes yoga, farmers markets, classical music, and exploring 
the outdoors. She has recently married another Jewish educator, Aviv Monarch. 
 
 
Rabbi Shelly Lewis, Rabbi Emeritus, served as Kol Emeth’s rabbi for 33 years until his 
retirement. He was born in Chicago and educated at the University of Chicago and the 
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City, where he was ordained as a rabbi. He was 
a student of Professor Abraham Joshua Heschel and was active in civil and human rights 
causes, especially the movement to free Soviet Jewry. Rabbi Lewis served as an Army 
chaplain in Vietnam. He is currently at work on a book on peaceful conflict resolution 
within Jewish sources entitled: The Torah of Reconciliation. Rabbi Lewis writes stories for 
children in his spare time and is especially interested in studying Hassidut and Kabbalah, 
the Jewish mystical tradition. Rabbi Lewis is married to Lorri, and they have been blessed 
with four sons, three daughters-in-law and, so far, three grandchildren. 
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Our Full-Time Staff: 
 

Jeff Schwarz takes pride in his job as a full-time educator in our Religious School.  
Jeff has worked at Congregation Kol Emeth since 1980 as it's B'nai Mitzvah teacher 
and served as Youth Director for over 15 years, leading USY and Kadima groups. In the 
last few years he has also taught Adult Education classes and is now Kol Emeth's Mitzvah 
Director, helping develop Tikkun Olam projects for our synagogue. Jeff grew up in 
Belmont, attended Beth Jacob in Redwood City where he became Bar Mitzvah, earned a 
B.S. from Stanford University and received teaching credentials from U.C. Berkeley 
School of Education.  
 

Ariana Schroder works exclusively with Rabbi Matzkin as her Assistant for the 
Religious School.  She supports the school in many ways, including working with 
volunteers, promoting programs, and answering questions for parents.  During the school 
year, Ariana (who is a credentialed teacher) works several hours each afternoon as the 
general studies teacher for the Chabad school that rents space at Kol Emeth. 

 
Yvonne Boxerman is our Executive Director and is responsible for fiscal and general 

policies, procedures and practice.  She manages the office, budget, facilities and catering 
staff, facility rentals, logistics around religious events such as High Holidays, and all 
fundraising and social events.  Yvonne works closely with other Kol Emeth staff and 
leaders to ensure that our procedures and practices are fair and manageable.  In addition, 
Yvonne meets regularly with new and potential members, as well as school families 
planning the Shabbat Kiddush and other logistics for their B’nai Mitzvah.  
 

Olga Sokhor handles all accounting, scholarships, and other financials for the 
congregation.  If you want to set up a payment schedule for membership or tuition fees or 
inquire about scholarships and financial aid, please contact Olga first. You can also address 
financially related questions to Yvonne. 

  
Asya Sorokurs (pronounced Ahs-yah) is our new Executive Assistant. Asya handles 

all administrative duties, communications including the Voice, website, calendar and room 
usage, donation acknowledgements. She is the “face” of our main office – get to know her 
and say hello. 

 
Emily Goldwaser is our new Administrative Assistant.  She works closely with Asya 

in handling administration duties. 
 
Pepe Sanchez is our Facilities Manager and takes care of most things related to the 

facility (maintenance, repairs) and all of our catering.  His staff, including Aisake Fanaike 
(pronounced Eye-sahkeh), Susan Young and 6 part-time caterers, takes care of the rooms 
and grounds for our renters and our school, as well as all catering needs of our 
congregants.  Food for an event related to a program generally needs to be charged to a 
particular committee’s budget, so if in doubt please contact Yvonne first before going to 
Pepe with your food requests. 
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Staff Directory:  
 
David Booth 
Rabbi 
rabbibooth@kolemeth.org x107 

Yvonne Boxerman 
Executive Director 
execdir@kolemeth.org x104 

Olga Sokhor 
Accounting Specialist 
olga@kolemeth.org x101 

Sarah Graff 
Associate Rabbi 
rabbigraff@kolemeth.org x115  

Jeff Schwarz 
Mitzvah Director, B'nai 
Mitzvah Instructor and 
Religious School teacher 
jeff@kolemeth.org x105 

Ariana Schroder 
Religious School 
Administrative Assistant 
ariana@kolemeth.org x103 
 

Laurie Matzkin  
Assistant Rabbi, Director of 
Lifelong Learning 
rabbimatzkin@kolemeth.org x108 

Pepe Sanchez 
Facilities Manager 
pepe@kolemeth.org x109  
 

Asya Sorokurs 
Executive Assistant 
asya@kolemeth.org x102 
voice@kolemeth.org  
 

Sheldon Lewis 
Rabbi Emeritus 
rabbilewis@kolemeth.org 

Aisake Fanaika 
Facilities and Accounting 
Assistant 
aisake@kolemeth.org x114 

Emily Goldwaser 
Administrative Assistant 
emily@kolemeth.org x100 
 

 
 
 
Our “Vaad:” Education Lay Leadership 2011-12: 
 
The “Vaad” is our synagogue’s youth education governance committee.  The 
Vaad supports the Director of Lifelong Learning by articulating and refining 
the values and mission of the school, recommending strategic goals to fulfill 
that mission, and providing advice, input and help towards implementing the 
curricular, programming, and budgetary policies to realize that mission.  
 

          Vaad Chair: Jane Philipson,  jsphilipson@juno.com 

    Vaad Vice-Chair: Dan Lieb, danlieb7@gmail.com 

      Vaad Immediate Past Chair: Michael Kahan, mkahan@stanford.edu 

           Family Education Chair: Eddie Gornish, gornish@gmail.com 

               Outreach Team Chair: Marc Itzkowitz, Marc.Itzkowitz@support.com 

       Room Parent Coordinators: Laura Tannenwald, lauratannenwald@comcast.net, 

              Melinda Joffe, mylevin@rocketmail.com 

              Michelle deBlank, bdeblank@hotmail.com  
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Our Education Staff:  
 
Limmudim (Tuesdays): 

Kindergarten Hebrew Immersion:      Lea Lev  (Tues/Thurs)  lealifschitz@yahoo.com  

1st-2nd Grade Hebrew Immersion:   Leeor Frankel (Tues/Thurs)  leeor94553@yahoo.com 

1st-2nd Grade:             Dina Bedak  Youcanpictureit@aol.com 

3rd Grade:      Melinda Joffe mylevin@rocketmail.com 
 
4th Grade:      Rabbi Rachel Solomin  rochelleah@gmail.com 

5th Grade:      Sameya Gewirtz sameyahg@gmail.com 

6th Grade:      Batia Horsky bearts1@yahoo.com 

7th Grade:      Jeff Schwarz jeff@kolemeth.org 

Kol High 8th/9th Grade Jewish Ethics: Nina Keebler ninakeebler@ gmail.com   

                         Jeff Schwarz  jeff@kolemeth.org 

Kol High Text Study:     Rabbi David Booth  rabbibooth@kolemeth.org 

Kol High Madrichim Prep:   Rabbi Laurie Matzkin  rabbimatzkin@kolemeth.org 

 

Moomchim (Thursdays):  

Jewish Girls Group:    Rabbi Rachel Solomin  rochelleah@gmail.com 

Kol Emeth Debate Team:   Jeff Schwarz  jeff@kolemeth.org  

"This Jewish-American Life" Podcasting Workshop:  

Aviv Monarch amonarch@hausner.com 

  

Kol Shabbat (Saturdays): 

K-2nd Grade Parashah Class:            Sally Goodis  srgoodis@gmail.com   

3rd-4th Grade Madrichim Class:        Kol Shabbat Madrichim  madrichim@kolemeth.org 

5th-6th Grade Parashah Partners:       Aviv Monarch: amonarch@hausner.com  

5th-6th Grade Torah Trope:            Jeff Schwarz: jeff@kolemeth.org  

7th Grade Ethics/ Mishnah:            Carol Booth  carolbooth@yahoo.com  

 
Youth Group Advisors: 
 
Jr. Kadima/ Kadima Advisor:      Melanie Freedland  kadima@kolemeth.org  

USY Advisor:         Nina Keebler ninakeebler@gmail.com   
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SCHOOL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Attendance 
Regular attendance is considered one of the most important elements of any successful 
educational program. Because so much of what we do at Kol Emeth Religious School is in 
the nature of group work, independent study and tutoring are not satisfactory substitutes for 
class attendance. 
 
We realize some absences are unavoidable, but missing class is a loss for everyone 
involved. Students must be present for at least 75% of all class sessions in order to be 
prepared to move up to the next grade. Each student is responsible for all work missed 
during his or her absence and should be prepared for class upon their return. If you know 
that your child will be absent for a week or more, please contact Rabbi Matzkin or Ariana 
and special arrangements will be made to help your child keep up with class. 

Carpools 
Carpools are a very effective time saver and community builder. Families are responsible 
for creating their own carpools. The School Office can provide you with a list of families 
that live in your general area. It is imperative that all carpool drivers make every effort 
to get the students to class on time and pick them up on time. Additionally, we request 
that all drivers exercise special caution in the parking lot at arrival and dismissal time. The 
speed limit in the parking lot is 5 M.P.H. Please refer to the parking lot map and any signs 
on-site for more specifics on managing the carpool line. 
 
Emergencies 
The Religious School will undertake a fire drill once a year. In the case of a fire or 
earthquake, classes will be directed to the back corner of the main parking lot, under the 
basketball hoop. A binder with students’ emergency contact information is stored in the 
School Office.  In the case that students must vacate the synagogue premises, the school 
will check out each student with either a parent, regular carpool or a specified emergency 
contact. Any changes in carpool or rides should be shared with the School Office.   

Lateness and Early Dismissal  
When students arrive late or leave class early, it compromises educational continuity for the 
entire class community. To create a better learning environment, we strongly urge you to 
schedule all doctors’ appointments, sports participation, clubs and family gatherings well 
before or after Religious School dismissal time. We will be happy to speak with coaches, 
play directors, band leaders, etc. to help you explain the importance of completing the 
required hours of our program.  In order to have your child dismissed early, please notify 
both Rabbi Matzkin and your child’s teacher before the start of class, preferably in 
advance. 

Food and Snack 
If your child brings a snack from home, it must be packaged, either dairy or pareve, and 
have a Hechsher (kosher seal) on it. Students will not be permitted to eat during classes, 
only before class begins and during the break. Gum chewing is not allowed in class without 
special permission from Rabbi Matzkin.  
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We are experimenting with a new approach to the snack system this year. You may pre-
purchase a “Snack Pack” punch card for $45 through the School Office, for the at-cost 
price ($1.50) for a mini-bagel, cream cheese, and juice. Students may also bring $2.00 to 
pay for their own snack either before class starts or at the break. If a student does not have 
money or a punch card, they may fill out an IOU form at the snack bar to be submitted to 
you as a bill.  Parents may volunteer to help run the snack bar 

Kippot, Tallit and Tefillin 
Covering our heads reminds us that what we do at Kol Emeth is different and sacred. All 
boys are required to wear a kippah (headcovering) at all times in Religious School. Since 
we are an egalitarian congregation, we strongly encourage our girls to also cover their 
heads during class. We encourage all students to own their own kippah to wear while onsite 
at Kol Emeth or while participating in other Jewish activities, and we also have a supply in 
every classroom 
 
All students are encouraged to wear a tallit  (prayer shawl) during Junior Congregation. 
Students leading prayers are required to wear a tallit .  Tallitot are available in the back 
drawer of the small sanctuary. Many families search for a personal tallit  in the months 
leading up to a Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  
 
Students are taught the mitzvah of wrapping tefillin during the 7th Grade year.  Upon 
reaching the stage of “Jewish adulthood,” this mitzvah is strongly encouraged during any 
daily (non-Shabbat) morning minyan, such as the LA Trip or Youth Group regional events.  

Parental Involvement 
The purpose of our school is to educate your child. To do this we need your input, 
feedback, and cooperation. We encourage parents to observe in the classrooms (please pre-
arrange with the office), accompany children on field trips, and participate in family 
education programs, Junior Congregation, Tefillah Time, Hands-On Sundays and Holiday 
Programs. Your children want to know that you feel that their time spent in Religious 
School is important. If you have any concerns at all, feel free to contact Rabbi Matzkin by 
phone, email, or make an appointment to meet in person. Don’t let problems build- little 
problems are much easier to solve than big ones.    

Progress Reports and Teacher Conferences 
It is important to our school that parents and teachers have open communication. We will 
hold a parent-teacher conference mid-year and issue a progress report at the end of the year. 
The purpose of this sharing is to inform parents of their children’s strengths and areas for 
improvement so that you can help your child to have a successful learning experience. 
Parents are free to ask for a teacher conference at any time during the school year, with the 
Director of Lifelong Learning if desired.  The 2011-12 Parent-Teacher Conference Date is 
Tuesday, Nov. 22nd from approximately 3:00-6:30pm. 
 
Room Reservations 
If you would like to schedule a meeting for your committee, please email Asya first to 
make sure we have space at the time you would like to have your meeting.  Give her the 
date, time and approximate number of attendees.  She will then help you fill out a “green 
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sheet” with all the information about the event. Due to the tremendous level of usage of our 
facility, we appreciate having as much notice as possible for all meetings.  You may request 
a particular set-up, such as a projector and screen, coffee cart, or easel.    

Talk 
Communicate with your child as much as possible about their experiences at Kol Emeth. 
Your child really does want to know that you are interested in what they are learning. 
Usually a question such as “How was school today?” will result in a one-word reply. 
Rather, questions like, “What did you learn today?” or “Did anything special happen in 
class?” or “What topic did the teacher cover today?” or “Was the homework that we 
checked together satisfactory?” will serve you best. These kinds of questions are more 
likely to elicit the information that you really want to know. Stay open to your child’s own 
way of sharing.  

Teachers 
The teachers in our Religious School were selected from the very best credentialed 
educators available in our area. Our teachers are caring and dedicated, totally committed to 
working in partnership with you. If you have a concern about your child in the classroom, 
your child’s teacher is the first person you should contact. You may leave a message in the 
school office and the teacher will return your call in a timely fashion. Rabbi Matzkin is 
always available to meet with parents as well to address any concerns. 

Tzedakah  
One of our objectives is to have our students feel and act upon their responsibility to the 
larger community. Tzedakah is one form of expressing this responsibility. It is collected in 
class in the form of small change. Throughout the year, students (either as a class or as a 
wider community) select where their funds will go. We hope that you and your child will 
be supportive of this effort and bring tzedakah on a regular basis. 
 
“Voice” Article Submissions 
The Voice, Kol Emeth’s monthly newsletter, comes out in both an electronic and hard copy 
version at the end of each month. In the case that you have information to publicize to the 
wider community (ie, committee chairs, room parents, volunteer leaders), please submit all 
submissions, articles, and program flyers by the 13th of the previous month.  Please address 
all submissions to voice@kolemeth.org.  

Youth Groups 
Kol Emeth offers three youth groups providing wonderful opportunities for social 
interaction, community service and fun. Our slogan or mission, created by our USY Board, 
is “Righteous Fun.” Kadima and Junior Kadima are youth programs for children in 4th 
through 8th grades. PAUSY is the Palo Alto Chapter of the United Synagogue Youth 
organization for high school students. Our youth groups offer leadership opportunities at 
the chapter and regional levels. Registration forms for Kadima and USY are available in the 
School Office, or online at www.kolemeth.org/education with the online registration form.  
 
  Junior Kadima 4th-5th grades 

 Kadima  6th-8th grades 
  USY   9th -12th grades 
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RESPONSIVE CLASSROOM AT KOL EMETH 
 
Over the past year, our Religious School has embarked on a journey of learning that will 
affect our whole school community. The Responsive Classroom is an approach to 
elementary teaching that emphasizes social, emotional, and academic growth in a strong 
and safe school community. The goal is to enable optimal student learning. Seven 
principles, informed by the work of educational theorists and the experiences of practicing 
classroom teachers, guide the Responsive Classroom approach:  

�  The social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum. 
�  How children learn is as important as what they learn: Process and content go hand 

in hand. 
�  The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social interaction. 
�  To be successful academically and socially, children need a set of social skills: 

cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, and self-control. 
�  Knowing the children we teach- individually, culturally, and developmentally- is as 

important as knowing the content we teach. 
�  Knowing the families of the children we teach and working with them as partners is 

essential to children's education. 
�  How the adults at school work together is as important as their individual 

competence: Lasting change begins with the adult community. 

There are three basic rules that stem from this system that we are immediately 
implementing across the school.  These rules are positive guidelines to make our 
classrooms and community work better and make everyone feel cared for and be able to do 
their work. We believe that by having clear and encompassing rules we can all remember, 
we can minimize behavioral issues and maximize learning and community time. You as our 
parent partners can help by asking your students how they fulfilled these values each day of 
Religious School.  

1) Take care of ourselves (emotionally, physically, and academically) 
2) Take care of each other (being friendly and caring) 
3) Take care of the materials around us  

These three basic rules also form the foundation of our behavior policy. Responsive 
Classroom holds the premise that external discipline ideally leads to internal self-
monitoring and eventually self-approval and acceptance.  There are three Logical 
Consequences that flow from these rules when they are not followed: 
 

1) “You break it, you fix it.” 
2) Loss of privilege  
3) Thinking Time (first within the classroom, then if necessary in school office)  

 
These Logical Consequences aim to respond to misbehavior in a way that allows children 
to fix and learn from their mistakes while preserving their dignity.  We will call upon you 
as parents to support this approach to creating a safe and joyful learning environment.  
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 PROGRAM LISTINGS BY AGE, FROM TOTS TO TEENS 
 
Preschool 

·  Torah for Tots (parents required):  Saturdays, 11:15am- 12:00pm  
·  Playcare/Babysitting:     Saturdays, 10:00am- 1:00pm 

 
Kindergarten – 2nd Grade 

·  “Limmudim” Religious School:   Tuesdays, 3:50-6:15pm 
·  “Moomchim” Religious School + Hebrew Immersion Classes: 

   Tuesdays 3:50-6:15pm + Thursdays, 4:15- 6:00pm 
·  Kol Shabbat Parashah Class:      Saturdays, 10:15-11:00am 
·  Kol Shabbat Family Service (parents required): Saturdays, 11:15am- 12:00pm  

 
3rd – 7th Grade 

·  “Limmudim” Religious School:   Tuesdays, 3:50-6:15pm 
·  “Moomchim” Expert-Track Classes:  Thursdays, 4:15- 6:00pm 
·  Kol Shabbat Sha’ah Ivrit (Hebrew Hour):  Saturdays, 9:15-9:55am 
·  Kol Shabbat Junior Congregation:   Saturdays, 10:00-11:05am  
·  Kol Shabbat Classes:     Saturdays, 11:20am-12:20pm 
·  Junior Kadima activities beginning in 4th grade 

 
B’nai Mitzvah Preparations 

·  Haftarah Trope Class:     Saturdays, 12:45-1:45pm 
·  Mitzvah Projects guided by Jeff Schwarz 
·  B’nai Mitzvah Preparation with Jeff Schwarz, individual appointments 
·  Text Study and D’var Torah Preparations with Rabbis David Booth and Sarah Graff 

 
8th Grade 

·  Kol High teen program and dinner:   Tuesdays, 6:15-8:30pm 
·  Kadima Youth Group activities 
·  Bi-annual L.A. Jewish Heritage trip for 8th/9th graders 

 
9th-12th Grade 

·  Kol High teen program and dinner:   Tuesdays, 6:15-8:30pm 
·  Kol Shabbat Madrichim:    Tuesday evenings/ Saturday mornings 
·  Weekday Classroom Madrichim:  Tuesdays, 3:50-6:15pm 
·  Making Room for Shabbat Madrichim:  Friday evenings, monthly 
·  United Synagogue Youth (USY) Youth Group activities  
 

 
Youth Groups: Junior Kadima (4th-5th) Kadima (6th-8th) and USY (9th-12th) 

 
Kadima and USY youth groups are supported by the Conservative Movement. We are part 
of the New Frontier region, which extends from Reno to Gilroy. Monthly events include 
Shabbat dinners, movie nights, fundraisers, social action events, holiday programs, and 
trips to fun local attractions. In addition, older groups are eligible for regional weekend 
retreats and leadership opportunities. Sign up your child for a full year of fun, social, 
educational, and charitable Jewish activities!  Contact the School Office for registration. 
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THE WEEKDAY AFTERNOON RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
 
Kol Emeth’s Religious School provides an award-winning Jewish education for children in 
Kindergarten through 7th grade. The school’s mission is to lay the foundation of a strong 
and joyful Jewish identity, upon which every student can build a life of learning, 
celebration, and ethical action. We are proud of our well-qualified and experienced 
teachers, small classes, and strong community support for learning. Kol Emeth is 
committed to creative approaches to learning such as our Chugim and Moomchim electives, 
our Tefillah/Kehillah time and our Hands-On Sundays family experiential learning days. 
Please read ahead for our grade-based curriculum guide.  
 
THE “KOL SHABBAT” SATURDAY MORNING PROGRAM 
 
Kol Shabbat is a celebration of learning, song and prayer for all school-age children and 
their families. From tots to teens, day school and after-school students join together for a 
dynamic and educational Shabbat experience. Kol Shabbat is the time we focus on 
integrating our Day School and Religious School students into one vibrant youth 
community. The program begins in September, before the High Holidays, and continues 
until Shavuot in the beginning of June.  
 
The weekday Religious School continues on Saturday mornings with the Kol Shabbat 
program. No additional registration is necessary for weekday students.   

 
 
THE MADRICHIM PROGRAM  
 
Kol Shabbat Madrichim  (9th-12th graders) plan weekly lessons for the 3rd–4th grade Kol 
Shabbat Tefillah class on Shabbat morning and lead parts of Junior Congregation. They 
also provide individual tutoring during Tefilah Society for students leading parts of the 
service, or for those who are looking for a little extra help with specific prayers. With the 
guidance of Rabbi Matzkin, madrichim meet on Tuesday evenings to prepare for the 
upcoming Shabbat.  
 
Making Room for Shabbat Madrichim (8th-12th graders) meet one Friday per month to 
facilitate activities for our young family Friday night program. The Wednesday afternoon 
preceding the event is usually prep time for these madrichim. 
 
Classroom Madrichim (8th-12th graders) assist in the Afternoon Religious School. They 
help prepare art and cooking projects, help with Hebrew learning,  assist individual students 
with self-regulating their behavior, and gain an understanding and appreciation for 
becoming an educational leader. 
 
Madrichim choose whether to be paid or to count their work toward community service 
hours.  
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CURRICULUM 
 

Kindergarten Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays)  

- Students will learn about the holidays as they happen throughout the year, focusing on 
the rituals, symbols, music and basic customs of each.  With every holiday, students 
will take home a new piece of ritual or decorative art to reinforce the home celebration 
of the holiday.  

 
Tefillah (Prayer)  

- Students will be exposed to many elements of the Shabbat morning service through the 
weekly Family Service.   

- Students will learn the blessings over bread, wine/grape juice, and our regular snack 
items.  

- Students will become familiar with symbols and ritual items associated with public 
prayer including: siddur, kippah, tallit, tzitzit.  

 
Ivrit (Hebrew) 

- Students will begin to identify the Hebrew letters by sight and sound, with mastery of 
all of the letters by the end of first grade.  

- Students will develop a love of the Hebrew language and understand its importance in 
Judaism.  

- Students will learn common Hebrew numbers (1-10), days of the week, phrases and 
words (Shabbat Shalom, Chag Sameach, Mah Shlom’cha, etc.). 

- In the Immersion setting, students will become accustomed to listening to a Hebrew 
speaker, with basic understanding of a teacher’s directions, guidance and classroom 
management in Hebrew.   

 
Torah 

- Students will be introduced to the names of the five books of the Torah in Hebrew and 
English.   

- Students will be exposed to the weekly Torah portion during the Shabbat morning 
Parashah class. The Torah portion will be presented in light of its basic Jewish values, 
main characters, and foundational Jewish themes in an interactive and “Shabbat-
friendly” way, using drama, story-telling, discussions, and group activities. 

 
Jewish Life: At Synagogue and At Home 

- Students will understand that Kol Emeth is a beit k’nesset (meeting place), beit tefillah 
(place of prayer) and beit midrash (house of learning). 

- Students will learn about many different Jewish symbols and their meaning including: 
mezuzah, Magen David, menorah, tzedakah box, Shabbat, Chanukah and Havdalah 
candles, Havdalah spice box, Kiddush cup, chanukiah, shofar. 

-    Students will learn the term mitzvah and about the various mitzvot they can and already 
do in their lives.  

-    Students will understand that some mitzvot have to do with the way we behave toward 
God and some have to do with the way we treat people. 

- Students will develop a love of participating in Jewish life through activities such as 
Tefillah/Kehillah Time, School-Wide Holiday programs, and Kol Shabbat. 
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1st-2nd Grade Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays) 

- Students will be introduced to the mitzvot of each holiday and learn how to perform at 
least one mitzvah per holiday. 

- Students will be able to identify a key Jewish value of each holiday. 
- Students will continue to study brachot and Hebrew phrases associated with the 

different holidays. 
 
Tefillah (Prayer) 

- Students will be exposed to many elements of the Shabbat morning service through the 
weekly Family Service.   

- Students will become fluent in the blessings over bread, wine/grape juice, and our 
regular snack items (other grain products and fruits).  

 
Ivrit (Hebrew) 

- Students will be able to identify all of the Hebrew letters and the sounds they make. 
- Students will continue to learn common Hebrew phrases and words connected to 

Shabbat and the holidays, and will be able to sight read many of these words. 
- By the end of 2nd grade, students will be able to decode in Hebrew and understand 

simple words, ready to begin a more formalized study of Hebrew.  
- In the Immersion setting, students will become accustomed to listening to a Hebrew 

speaker, with basic understanding of a teacher’s directions, guidance and classroom 
management in Hebrew.   

 
Torah and Synagogue 

- Students will learn key facts about the Torah, including important terms (sofer, 
chumash, yad, aliyah), how to dress the Torah and when the Torah is read.  

- Students will learn how a Torah is written and work on writing Hebrew letters in 
calligraphy.  

- Students in the Shabbat Parashah class will begin to identify a Family Tree for the 
matriarchs and patriarchs in the book of Genesis. 

- Students will explore our own synagogue, as well as different synagogues around the 
world, looking at pictures and discussing different traditions. 

- Students will learn about and meet the various people who work in our synagogue 
community. 

 
Jewish Life: Israel 

- Students will take a virtual ‘tour’ of Israel, visiting the cities, desert and important 
historical and religious sites.  

- Students will understand how Israel is both an ancient and modern country that changes 
rapidly even within each generation.  

- Students will learn about culture in Israel and visit the shuk, taste Israeli foods, learn an 
Israeli dance and examine Israeli products. 

- Students will learn about the basics of life in Israel and explore similarities and 
differences between how Judaism is practiced in Israel and the United States. 

- Through the use of technology and media, students will see Israel through their own eyes 
and begin to build a personal relationship with the Jewish homeland. 
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3rd Grade Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays) 

- Students will be able to describe the basic story and traditions of each holiday.  
- Students will master the core blessings and core mitzvot of each holiday. 
- Students will be able to reflect on their own personal relationships with the Jewish Year 

cycle and explain their own connections to the holidays. 
 
Tefillah (Prayer) 

- Students will learn all the blessings before eating: for cakes, crackers and cookies, 
vegetables, drinks, meats, fish and cheese. 

- Students will review the Friday night home table rituals and corresponding blessings. 
- Students will participate in Junior Congregation and be exposed to a greater variety of 

Shabbat prayers, melodies, and Torah service. 
- In the Shabbat morning Madrichim class, 3rd and 4th graders will study the meaning of 

prayers and gain prayer-leading skills with teen study partners.  
 

Ivrit (Hebrew) 
- Students will review all of the Hebrew letters and vowels by sight and sound. 
- Students will become proficient in reading one, two and three syllable words. 
- Students will enhance their Hebrew vocabulary, learning key words taught in their 

textbook and used around their classroom. 
- Students will be exposed to Hebrew vocabulary associated with Israeli culture. 
- Students will learn basic Hebrew grammar—including basic prefixes, the present tense, 

masculine and feminine nouns in the singular and plural. 
- Students will be able to follow and participate Hebrew prayers and songs in Junior 

Congregation.  
 
Torah 

- Students will be able to identify the Biblical sources for the holiday celebrations (the 
Exodus story of Passover comes from the book of Exodus, for example).  

- Students will be able to identify Biblical characters associated with different aspects of 
the holiday cycle (weekdays) and prayer sequence (Saturdays).  

 
 
Jewish Life: Kashrut 

- Students will learn about how and why people keep kosher. 
- Students will learn the terms associated with kashrut and how to recognize kosher 

symbols. 
- Students will explore what a kosher kitchen looks like, and learn what makes 

something kosher. 
 

Jewish Life: Shabbat 
- Students will examine the idea that God created Shabbat both to remember Creation 

and the Exodus from Egypt. 
- Students will examine what it means to shamor (guard) and zakhor (remember) 

Shabbat. 
- Students will discuss the concept of separation and making time/space holy. 
- Students will learn about the 39 melachot and their connection to building the mishkan. 
- Students will learn about traditional Shabbat and Havdalah observance and practice. 
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4th Grade Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays)  

- Students will draw connections between the Jewish holiday cycle and the Jewish life 
cycle. 

- Students will continue their study of connecting Torah and Tanakh stories to certain 
holidays. (The Book of Esther for Purim, Book of Ruth on Shavuot, etc.) 

 
Tefillah (Prayer) 

-    Students will begin to take leadership roles in Junior Congregation and move towards 
proficiency in a greater variety of Shabbat prayers, melodies, and Torah service. 

-    In the Shabbat morning Madrichim class, 3rd and 4th graders study the meaning of 
prayers and gain prayer-leading skills with teen study partners.  Sessions include 
individual Hebrew tutoring, games, and discussions. 

 
Ivrit (Hebrew) 

- Students will be able to differentiate between similar letters and correctly identify “final 
letters.” 

- Students will master the ability to write the Hebrew alphabet in print letters. 
- Students will be introduced to root forms (shorashim) and possessive suffixes. 
- Students will continue to learn the basic vocabulary of Jewish life, including names of 

holiday/ritual objects, classroom Hebrew vocabulary and common prayer words  
- Students will practice and improve their reading/decoding of new texts. 

 
Torah 

- Students will be able to identify key Torah narratives that inform our current Jewish life 
cycle practices. 

- Students will study foundational biblical narratives about the concept of covenant or 
brit. 

- Students will explore midrashim (rabbinic passages) that illustrate the nuances of 
different ages and stages in Jewish life (i.e. 13 as the age of moral development).  

- Students will be introduced to the Book of Ruth as a way to explore the psychology of 
joining the Jewish people as a convert. 

 
 
Jewish Life (Life Cycles) 

- Students will learn about the Jewish life cycle from birth to death (Brit Milah/Brit Bat, 
Pidyon HaBen, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding, Divorce and Mourning/Death). 

- Students will explore the origins of each celebration and learn about the symbols, 
customs and Jewish laws associated with living a Jewish life.  

- Students will explore how they can play an active role in community celebrations and 
even develop new celebrations to further enrich our tradition. 

- Students will develop a relationship with key texts from different life cycle events (i.e. 
sheva brachot, ketubah, etc).  

- Students will see ritual objects and clothing from Jewish communities throughout the 
world.  
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5th Grade Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays) 

- Students will learn about holiday traditions around the world through their studies of 
Jewish History and Diaspora. 

 
 
Tefillah (Prayer) 

- Through their continued Hebrew study, students will grapple with the meaning and 
concepts of the Shabbat morning liturgy.  

- Students will continue to take leadership roles in Junior Congregation and move towards 
mastery in a variety of Shabbat prayers, melodies, and Torah service. 

 
 
Ivrit (Hebrew) 

- Students will continue with their study of Hebrew, building on grammatical concepts 
such as prefixes/suffixes, noun and verb forms, and root forms. 

- Students will work towards fluency in reading/decoding new texts and common prayers 
they study. 

- Students will work towards mastering the basic vocabulary of Jewish life, including 
names of holiday/ritual objects, classroom Hebrew vocabulary and common prayer 
words. 

- In the Shabbat Torah Trope class, students will learn to read Hebrew as written in a 
Torah scroll and have an opportunity to chant Torah during Junior Congregation. 

 
Torah 

- In the Shabbat morning Parashah Class, students will study the weekly Torah portion 
and find relevant concepts to apply to their own lives. They will learn to ask deep 
questions of the text and engage with a chevruta to share their ideas. 

- In the Shabbat morning Torah Trope class, students will learn to read Hebrew as 
written in a Torah scroll and have an opportunity to chant Torah during Junior 
Congregation. They will also study the origins and purposes for this practice. 

 
 
Jewish Life: Temple to Shtetl Jewish History 

- Students will explore several different events, periods, people and places in Jewish 
history including the Destruction of the Temple, the return from exile, the Hasmoneans, 
life under Roman rule, the Bar Kokhba Revolt, the Rabbinic period and the Jewish 
dispersion from Spain, the effects of the Enlightenment on the Jewish community and 
Shtetl life. 

- Students will understand the big idea that in every period of Jewish diaspora, Jews 
engage in a cultural interchange with their “host culture” which allows our people to 
stay strong, flexible, creative, and diverse. 

- Students will research their own family’s migration patterns and be able to place them 
within the larger context of Jewish Diaspora.  
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6th Grade Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays) 

- Students will learn that holiday celebrations in Israel reflect a different connection to 
Judaism and the Land of Israel than celebrations in the Diaspora. 
 

Tefillah (Prayer) 
-    Through their continued Hebrew study, students will grapple with the meaning and 

concepts of the Shabbat morning liturgy.  
-    Students will continue to take leadership roles in Junior Congregation and move 

towards mastery in a variety of Shabbat prayers, melodies, and Torah service. 
 
Ivrit (Hebrew)  

- Students will continue to work towards mastery of the basic vocabulary of Jewish life, 
as outlined in Grades 4 and 5. 

- Students will continue with their study of Hebrew, building on grammatical concepts 
such as prefixes/suffixes, noun and verb forms, and root forms. 

- Students will be introduced to past tense verb forms.  
- Students will become fluent in reading/decoding new texts and common prayers.  
- Students will be exposed to conversational and vernacular Hebrew through their study 

of the State of Israel. 
- Students will learn Hebrew vocabulary through both liturgical and modern Israeli 

songs.  
 
Torah 

- In the Shabbat morning Parashah Class, students will study the weekly Torah portion 
and find relevant concepts to apply to their own lives. They will learn to ask deep 
questions of the text and engage with a chevruta to share their ideas. 

- In the Shabbat morning Torah Trope class, students will learn to read Hebrew as 
written in a Torah scroll and have an opportunity to chant Torah during Junior 
Congregation. They will also study the origins and purposes for this practice. 

 
Jewish Life: Israel Then and Now 

- Students will study the origins of Zionism and a Jewish presence in the land of Israel. 
- Students will review the modern history and borders of the land of Israel in the 19th-20th 

centuries. 
- Students will be exposed to the broad outlines of “war and peace” throughout Israel’s 

political existence, and be able to place the current Israeli/Palestinian conflict in its 
historical context.  

- Students will be exposed to Israeli news (in English) in three categories: politics, op-
eds, and cultural life. 

- Students will learn about the plight of different ethnic groups who have made aliyah, 
including Europeans, Russians, and Ethiopians.  

- Students will study the values and realities of Kibbutz life as it has evolved over the last 
100 years. 

- Students will learn about different “heroes” of Jewish and Israeli society.  
- Students will relate to Israel as a thriving, creative and vibrant culture through their 

exposure to Israeli media and technology, including Israeli films, artists, and public 
figures.  
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7th Grade Curriculum Outline 
 
Chagim (Holidays) 

- Students will understand the differences between the Gregorian (solar) and Jewish 
(lunar) calendars and how the Jewish holiday cycle is situated on the calendar. 

- Students will examine the ethical values flowing from the various holidays. 
 
Tefillah (Prayer) and Ivrit (Hebrew) 

- Students will solidify their Hebrew skills as applied to prayers and rituals. 
- Students will study the meaning, structure, and theology of the Shabbat morning 

service.  
- Students will become familiar with and begin to practice the mitzvot of wearing tallit  

and tefillin. 
- Students will integrate the musical system of leading prayers (nusach), Torah and 

Haftarah with their skills of reading and decoding Hebrew. 
- Students will reach fluency in their reading and chanting of Hebrew prayers as a 

benchmark towards their Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  
- Students will continue their Hebrew learning, focusing on prayer Hebrew and final 

preparations for leading Shabbat services as a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. 
 
Torah 

- Students will understand the concept of Tanakh and be able to locate their own 
Torah/Haftarah portions within their larger biblical context. 

- On Shabbat mornings, students will revisit the development of the Mishnah and 
Gemara and understand that Mishnah was developed to distill halakhah (Jewish law) 
and give the Jewish community an ethical system of justice. 

-  Students will learn how halakhah developed and continues to develop. 
 
 
Jewish Life (Modern and Contemporary Jewish History: Our Legacy) 

- Students will study the foundations of European anti-semitism, Holocaust and 
Holocaust Resistance.  

- Students will relate to the legacy of the Holocaust through studying its broad historical 
context as well as being exposed to individual stories of survivors, resistance leaders, 
and other important figures of the period. 

- Students will understand that a personal commitment to Israel is one of the foundations 
of their participation as an adult in the Jewish community.  

- Students will explore the roots of the Jewish community in America. 
- Students will volunteer their time as individuals and as a class around the local 

community, performing acts of gemilut chasadim (lovingkindess) with institutions that 
support those in need, such as the VA Hospital and Jewish Family and Children’s 
Services. 
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KOL SHABBAT 
 

 
Torah for Tots is a lively service for toddlers and their families. Led by Kara Sanchez, 
Mira Wasserman, and others, the service combines prayer, singing and a Torah Parade. The 
K-2nd grade Family Service, led by Kimberly Gelbwasser and Rabbi Mychal Copeland, 
introduces young students to the Shabbat siddur, the meaning and melodies of the prayers, 
and prepares them for Junior Congregation. Led by Rabbi Matzkin and our Teen 
Madrichim, Junior Congregation is a thoughtful, passionate and musical prayer 
experience for 3rd-7th graders (and interested adults). As students acquire prayer and trope 
skills, they lead parts of the service and read from the Torah.  Students prepare for short 
Torah readings on Shabbat with Jeff Schwarz.  
 
One addition to Kol Shabbat this year is the Sha’at Ivrit  during the first part of the 
morning. Our communal Shabbat observance will push us towards creative approaches to 
interact with the Hebrew language, focusing on singing, games, reading, and conversational 
elements. 
 
Schedule:  
 

Younger Children 
9:15 am – 9:55am  Kol Shabbat Sha’ah Ivrit (Hebrew Hour) 
10:00 am – 1:00 pm  Playcare/Babysitting available (1-5 yrs) 
10:15 am – 11:00 am   K – 2nd grade Weekly Torah Portion (Parashah) Class 
11:15 am – 12:00 pm  K – 2nd grade Family Service, followed by light kiddush 
11:15 am – 12:00 pm Torah for Tots (2-5 yrs) with parents, followed by light 

kiddush 
 
 

Older Children 
 9:15 am – 9:55am  Kol Shabbat Sha’ah Ivrit (Hebrew Hour) 
10:00 am – 11:05 am Junior Congregation, 3rd- 7th grade, parents & adults welcome 
11:05 am – 11:20 am Hafsakah (Break)  
11:20 am – 12:20 pm  Kol Shabbat classes, 3rd – 7th grade 
12:45 pm – 1:45 pm  Haftarah Trope class, 7th Grade  
 
All families are invited to stay and enjoy Kol Emeth’s community Kiddush luncheon 
each Shabbat after services. Stay informed about monthly speakers and other special 
programs. 
 
 
Parents are encouraged to support their children’s growth by participating in Family 
Service on a regular basis and attending Junior Congregation when their child is leading a 
part of the service.  Additionally, our K-2nd graders are often invited to lead Ein Keloheinu 
in the Main Sanctuary which of a wonderful time for congregants and parents to “kvell.” 
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Kol Shabbat Classes And Teachers 

Kindergarten – 2nd grade 

Parashah Study. Sally Goodis. Young scholars join in a creative, interactive lesson on the 
weekly Torah portion. Parents are invited to participate with their children in this 
exploration of our sacred text. 

 

3rd and 4th grade 

Tefillah Study.  Rabbi Matzkin and Kol Shabbat Madrichim. In a “camp-style” setting, our 
students study the meaning of prayers and gain prayer leading skills with teen study 
partners.  Sessions include individual Hebrew tutoring, games, and discussions. 
 
 
5th and 6th grade 
 
1) Torah Trope. Jeff Schwarz. The musical system of Torah trope has added dramatic 
emphasis to the text as well as serving as a memory aide for generations. Learn this 
important skill and gain the confidence to chant Torah in Junior Congregation. This is a 
great first step towards B’nai Mitzvah preparation. 
 
2) Parashah Partners. Aviv Monarch. A look at the layers of meaning in the weekly Torah 
portion through source texts, props and chevruta (study partner) learning. Adult participants 
study in chevruta with children (but not with their own!) 
 
 
7th grade 
 
Introduction to Rabbinic Texts. Carol Booth. Learn how the ancient rabbis shaped our 
modern religion and struggled with the same ethical issues we do. Lively discussions, skits, 
and contemporary case studies are some of the ways students are introduced to the 
Mishnah, Talmud, and rabbinic commentaries. Note: The 7th grade class will attend 
morning services instead of their Mishnah class in the main sanctuary on days when their 
classmates become B’nai Mitzvah. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please see pages 15-21 for more information on the learning objectives for each class.  
 
 
 
 
 



 24

 
 
 

 
HANDS-ON SUNDAYS 

 
As we experiment with our new school model, we are committed to creative learning 
opportunities for all ages that extend beyond the classroom. This year, the new Hands-On 
Sunday program will be piloted four times. These programs are in the format of family 
field trips, connected to Jewish values and aspects of our curriculum. The programs will 
always involve an element of Family Education, created by the Family Education 
committee and advised by Rabbi Matzkin. At least one parent is required to accompany any 
child, and siblings, grandparents and spouses are always welcome. At least 2 of the 4 
programs will involve bus transportation and therefore some additional fees. Every family 
is encouraged to attend at least 2-3 Hands-On Sundays. 
 
Dates for Hands-On Sundays  (also marked on the Year Calendar with an H): 

·  Sunday, August 28th: Opening Day in Woodside (all grades) 
·  Sunday, November 6th: “Urban Adamah” Berkeley Jewish Farm Visit, co-

sponsored by the Oshman Family JCC (geared towards K-3rd graders) 
·  Sunday, February 12th: Jewish San Francisco (geared towards 4th-7th graders) 
·  Sunday, April 22nd: Pre-Pesach Program TBA (all grades) 

 
All programs will run from 10am-3pm.   
 

PARENT EDUCATION CIRCLES 
 
Congregation Kol Emeth is committed to life-long Jewish learning. We understand that 
being a Jewish parent can involve special knowledge, skill sets, and experiences. Our new 
Shabbat Morning Parent Ed Circle is designed for parents who seek to create, instill, and 
preserve a Jewish identity for their family.  These sessions, modeled after last year’s 
successful Mitzvah Initiative, offer our community a chance meet with our rabbis to: 

·  Explore Jewish perspectives on different parenting issues 
·  Engage in text-based discussions 
·  Share ideas about establishing rituals, customs, and traditions at home 
·  Examine ways to involve children in your Jewish home life and integrate Judaism 

into your family  

Dates for Parent Ed Circles  (also marked on the Year Calendar with a P): 
·  Saturday, October 15th 
·  Saturday, December 10th 
·  Saturday, February 11th 
·  Saturday, May 12th �
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ROOM PARENTS & GRADE-BASED HOLIDAY PROGRAMS 
 
Parents are the connection between the student experience and the organizational structure 
of the school. The leadership of Kol Emeth’s Religious School wants to create an inclusive, 
socially connected community of families that dedicates time and energy to support 
excellent youth education at Kol Emeth. The primary function of the grade-based model is 
to provide support (logistical, financial, organizational, energetic) to the teachers and the 
school administration throughout the year. All families are expected to play a role in 
supporting and strengthening this important connection. 
 
Each grade will appoint 2 Room Parents each year, whose primary responsibilities include: 
 

1. Initiate 2 class-based community-building activities, such as potlucks, Shabbat 
dinners, park gatherings, pool parties, havdalah and dessert, etc.  

2. Organize faculty appreciation gifts twice a year. 
3. Recruit chaperones for field trips and off-site activities. 
4. Communicate regularly with Rabbi Matzkin and the Lifelong Learning office as the 

class liaison. 
5. Insure that new room parents are in place for the succeeding academic year. 

 
Most importantly, each class/grade will lead the volunteer efforts for a school-wide 
holiday event. Room parents will work with the “next-door grade” for continuity and 
advising by the previous year’s “expert grade.”  The School Office and other synagogue 
staff will heavily support the room parents in implementing the event. Grade-based holiday 
leadership is assigned as follows:  
 

Kindergarten  Tu b’Shvat seders  

1st/2nd grades Sukkot program 

3rd grade Pesach activities 

4th/5th grades Purim carnival  

6th/7th grades Chanukah party 

 
To sign up to be a room parent, contact Ariana at ariana@kolemeth.org  

 
Additional Volunteer Opportunities – Contact the School Office to Help! 

 
High Holiday Help:   Keep our youth services running smoothly, prepare a celebratory 
snack, and insure the play areas are safe during High Holiday services. ** EVERY 
FAMILY IS ENCOURAGED TO CONTRIBUTE TO THESE EFFORTS. ** 

 
Fundraising: Organize events that generate supplementary income for our educational 
programs.  

 
Marketing and Outreach: Spread the word for our education and holiday programs by 
making calls, distributing flyers around town and posting to different on-line listserves. 
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B’NAI MITZVAH AND YOUR JEWISH EDUCATION 
 
Congregation Kol Emeth is deeply committed to Jewish learning and Jewish practice. At 
the same time, Kol Emeth is also a place that strives to help others to grow and to open 
Jewish doors in their lives. Our Bar and Bat mitzvah standards reflect these values and 
offer families ways in which they can create a deeply meaningful experience for their child 
around this unique life cycle moment. Our program is intentionally intimate, including one-
on-one tutoring with Jeff Schwarz and time with one of our Rabbis. Students gain skills and 
self-confidence, as well as a comfort with and knowledge of prayer skills and Jewish 
tradition. Families at Kol Emeth come from a variety of backgrounds. We are united in our 
love of Judaism and our desire to pass these sacred traditions on to our children. 
 
Kol Emeth in particular has four key values that we strive to honor: 
1. Jewish learning. The Rabbis teach that learning is greater than all the other 

commandments put together because it leads to the others. Learning has the ability to 
change us, to help us grow. Jewish learning in particular teaches about culture and 
language and also about bringing out the best in ourselves. Kol Emeth feels strongly 
that Jewish learning is a key value in the years leading up to and following Bar and Bat 
mitzvah. 

2. Jewish prayer. Prayer is the means by which we express ourselves as spiritual beings to 
the Holy One. It is also the set of skills necessary for a Bar or Bat Mitzvah service. For 
both of those reasons, Shabbat and Holiday prayer and practice is a second key value. 

3. Jewish community. All Jews are responsible for one another, says our tradition. There 
is a strength gained from creating Jewish connections and friends. Part of the goal of 
the bar and bat mitzvah program is to help families and students make for themselves a 
home in the Jewish community that is Kol Emeth. 

4. Mitzvah projects. A bar or bat mitzvah challenges a student to take stock of his/her 
blessings and to find ways of sharing those blessings with others. For this reason, Kol 
Emeth has a value of finding a way to help others as part of the bar or bat mitzvah. 

 
We ask those celebrating a Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Kol Emeth to find ways of honoring these 
values. For children attending a public school, our Religious School, combined with Kol 
Shabbat, would be an excellent way of honoring these values. For a Day School family, the 
day School education itself, combined with Kol Shabbat, would be another way to honor 
these values. Every family is invited to meet with Jeff Schwarz to create an Individualized 
Learning Plan. That ILP is an opportunity to explore together ways that meet a family’s 
unique situation and needs while honoring each of those key values. 
 
Please refer to the B’nai Mitzvah Manual for more details about this wonderful process.  
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THE GIFT OF ISRAEL 
 
The Gift of Israel is a partnership savings program made possible by contributions from 
synagogues, the Jewish Community Federation, and parents to ensure that teenagers can 
travel to Israel. A visit to Israel is a key stepping stone in their journey of Jewish 
identification, commitment, and connection. That’s why synagogues and the Federation 
believe that supporting this program is one of the most important contributions they can 
make to help ensure the future for a strong, vital Bay Area Jewish community. 
 
How the Gift of Israel program works  
Once a child is enrolled in the Gift of Israel program, each of the partners (you, your 
synagogue, and the Jewish Community Federation) sets aside a minimum dollar amount 
into a ‘savings account’ for a specified number of years. When your child is ready to take 
his or her teen trip to Israel, you will have sizable savings to help underwrite the cost of that 
trip. 

The savings plan 
There are two entry points to the Gift of Israel program: Your child’s third grade and 
seventh grade years in school. Once you enter the program, contributions continue through 
10th grade, as described below.  

 

 3rd grade enrollment 
(8 year savings program) 

7th grade enrollment 
(4 year savings program)  

Family $150 $250 

Jewish Community Federation* $125 $200 

Participating synagogues $50 $50 

Total saved $2,600 $2,000 

 

* The Jewish Community Federation contribution to The Gift of Israel is funded by grants 
from the Janet A. Schultz Teens to Israel Endowment Fund and the Federation's Annual 
Campaign. 
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The Fine Print 
The Gift of Israel operates on a fiscal year running from July 1 to June 30. Annual 
contributions can be made in installments throughout the year, but must be completed by 
May 31 of that same year. Each family must meet the minimum yearly contribution ($150 
for third-grade enrollment, $250 for seventh-grade enrollment) to be eligible for synagogue 
and Federation contributions. 

Eligibility  
Matching contributions begin in the third grade and continue through tenth grade. Any 
child enrolled in Sunday school, Hebrew school, day school, or another approved course of 
Jewish studies through the 10th grade and who lives within the area covered by the JCF 
(San Francisco, Marin County, Sonoma County, and the Peninsula north of Sunnyvale) is 
eligible to participate in this program. 
  
Using your savings to send your teen to Israel  
Synagogue and Federation contributions may be applied towards an approved Israel 
Experience trip any time between your child’s sophomore year of high school and freshman 
year of college.  
 
An approved Israel trip must be educational in nature and with a peer group of young 
people who travel, learn, and experience together. It must be staffed by qualified personnel 
and structured with a predetermined itinerary. When a trip is selected, please advise the 
Gift of Israel office at the Federation. Synagogue and Federation contributions are sent 
directly to the trip provider upon proof of the student’s intended participation in the trip. 
 
Donation of Federation contribution 
If you do not need the Federation’s Gift of Israel contribution in order to send your child to 
Israel, you may donate those funds to a special Israel Experience scholarship fund for teens 
who need additional assistance to make this important journey. 

 
For more information, contact the Gift of Israel program at 415.369.2873 or 
giftofisrael@sfjcf.org. 
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KE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL CALENDAR 2011-2012 (5772) 
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December 2011  January 2012  February 2012 
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Calendar Key: 
 

- Religious School: Tuesday 3:50-6:15pm, Thursday 4:15-6:00pm, Saturday 9:15am-12:20pm 

- “PDT” Professional Development for Teachers during school hours. No students on-site. 

- Making Room for Shabbat (Fridays 6pm), Holiday Youth Programming (times TBA)    

H = Hands-On Sunday (10am-3pm)   P=Parent Education Circle (11:20am-12:10pm) 
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KOL EMETH RELIGIOUS SCHOOL WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 
 
WEEKDAY: 
 
 

TUESDAY- Limmudim Schedule THURSDAY- Moomchim Schedule 
3:30-3:50: Homework Club, Snack Bar Open 3:30-4:15: Homework Club, Snack Bar Open 
3:50-4:40: Limmud / Yahadut 4:15-5:15: Moomchim  
4:40-4:50: Hafsakah, Snack Bar Open 5:15-5:30: Snack/Hafsakah  
4:50-5:25: Limmud / Ivrit  5:30-6:00: Moomchim 
5:25-5:40: Tefillah Time  6:00: Dismissal/ Pickup 
5:40-6:15: Chugim   
6:15: Dismissal/ Pickup    

 
 
SHABBAT: 
  

SATURDAY- Kol Shabbat 3rd-7th Grades SATURDAY- Kol Shabbat K-2nd Grades 
9am: Arrival, Donut time 9am: Arrival, Donut time 

9:15-9:55- Sha’ah Ivrit 9:15-9:45:  Sha’ah Ivrit 

10:00-11:05- Junior Congregation 10:15-11:00: Parashah Class 

11:20-12:20- Kol Shabbat Classes  11:15-12:00: Family Service 

12:20- Community Kiddush Lunch 12:05: Ein Keloheinu, return to Small Sanctuary    
for kiddush 
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