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Minyan Rotation Schedule
Our daily minyan rotation program depends on the participation of our members. Everyone 13 
years of age and older counts towards the minyan. Please attend the daily minyan at least 6 times 
in an assigned two-week period. Periods are assigned alphabetically. Minyan meets: Sunday - 
Thursday at 7:45 p.m., Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m., and Thursday mornings at 6:45 a.m. 

May 3–June 12	 June13–June 26	 June 27–July 10	 July11–July24	 July25–Aug 7
Kornbluh-Leikach	 Lepler-Margolin	 Kornbluh–Leikach	 Miller-Nemenov	 Newman-Platner

Contact Information for Kol Emeth Personnel
Name 	 Email 	 Extension
Rabbis
Rabbi David Booth 	 rabbibooth@kolemeth.org 	 107
Rabbi Sarah Graff 	 rabbigraff@kolemeth.org 	 115
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin 	 rabbimatzkin@kolemeth.org 	 108
Rabbi Emeritus Sheldon Lewis 	 rabbilewis@kolemeth.org

Staff
Yvonne Boxerman 	 execdir@kolemeth.org 	 104
Aisake Fanaika 	 aisake@kolemeth.org 	 114
Rebecca Lotvin 	 rebecca@kolemeth.org 	 100
Pepe Sanchez 	 pepe@kolemeth.org 	 109
Jeff Schwarz 	 jeff@kolemeth.org 	 105
Ariana Schroder 	 ariana@kolemeth.org 	 103
Olga Sokhor 	 olga@kolemeth.org 	 101

Please note: when you access the voicemail system after hours, there is a long pause before you are transferred.

The Voice
To submit items to The Voice, please

hitswmx xliq mr Osp Iqixlùw sjĂgi qempfs| sv
send them by e-mail to voice@kolemeth.org

Articles & items to be considered for the
August

issue must be submitted by
July 13th at Noon.

Deadline for donations to be listed is
Friday July 8th at Noon

The editing staff of The Voice reserves the right
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Advertising fees for 2010-2011
Size 	 Monthly 	 Yearly
Business card 	 $45.00 	 $400
1/4 page 	 $90.00 	 $800
1/2 page 	 $170.00 	 $1,600
3/4 page 	 $250.00 	 $2,400
Full page 	 $330.00 	 $3,200

(Congregation Kol Emeth members in good standing 
receive a 10% discount.)

The Kol Emeth website is updated regularly 
with new events
http://ww.kolemeth.org

Kol Emeth is a member of the United Synagogue of Concervative
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Carrying Our Judaism With Us
BY RABBI DAVID BOOTH

I turned a corner in my own commitment to Jewish practice the þrst time I lit candles while 
on vacation. Carol and I were spending some time in New Hampshire at a rustic cottage her 
grandfather had built. We were there along with her uncle and two cousins. As Friday night rolled 
around, we both realized that we needed to light candles. So we walked the few miles into town 
to the nearest grocery store, bought two candles, and came back. When we returned back to the 
cottage, we realized we had forgotten to buy matches! Fortunately, we were able to dig some up in 
the kitchen. From that point on, my Shabbat practice has always travelled with me.

There is a difference between Judaism as a life style and Judaism as a spiritual practice. When 
Judaism is a life style, I have a preference for Jewish foods and Jewish practices, but can leave 
them behind when they are inconvenient. When Judaism is a spiritual practice, I carry it with me. I 
feel a sense of obligation and responsibility wherever I þnd myself in the world.

In this season of vacations and travel, itӚs easy to turn off the Jewish part of ourselves over the 
summer. I want to suggest, instead, making an intentional effort to carry our Judaism alongside us 
as we travel, seeing in those practices a connection to eternal values. Shabbat can be a respite 
from active vacationing, a chance to rest and reÿect, to just be in a particular location. I have often 
found Shabbat experiences when I travel as a welcome opportunity to get to know people, to attend 
a far off Synagogue, or just to rest, learn, and enjoy beautiful scenery.

My family and I donӚt eat hot food out in non-Kosher non-Vegetarian restaurants. We have 
discovered interesting kosher options in surprising places. Dallas, for example, has a very 
nice Kosher restaurant, and San Diego has some great kosher grocery selections. There is 
unsurprisingly amazing kosher food in New York. Other times we have brought our own food with 
us, and had meals together without the pressure of needing to þnd a restaurant. 

My prayer practices also have been greatly enriched on travel. Last summer we spent some time at 
Lake Tahoe and I had an amazing Minchah (the afternoon service) at Emerald Lake. The view was 
simply incredible and brought a real sense of awe and wonder to my prayer experience.

I wish everyone joy on their vacations and travel this summer. I invite you to explore ways in which 
your own Jewish practices can be an integral part of your vacation plans in ways that enrich and 
offer up a spiritual quality to that time of rest and restoration. May God guard our coming and our 
going!



The Voice      4     June/July 2011

Message from Rabbi Graff 
AN ACTIVE SUMMER AT KOL EMETH

With the school year ending and Rabbi Booth departing for Israel for a much-deserved 
3-month sabbatical, one might think it would be a mellow summer at Kol Emeth. Think 
again! Our vibrant congregation has numerous exciting programs just revving up, and I 
want to make sure you know about them.

Tuesday night, June 7, we begin the holiday of Shavuot with our all-night Tikkun Leil Shavuot, an 
extraordinary community-wide learning event that we host every year. The evening begins at 8 p.m. with 
Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, and Meditative services all under our roof. Then, this year, we 
will kick off the learning at 9 p.m. with a rabbinic panel discussion entitled “What Happened at Sinai, and 
Why Do I Care?” Alan Sataloff, CEO of the OFJCC will moderate, with Rabbis Ari Cartun, Janet Marder, 
Elisheva Salamo, and myself sharing some of our own theologies, as well as how our answers to these 
questions play out in our respective congregations and movements. Then, starting at 10 p.m., we will 
have multiple learning sessions every hour until 5 in the morning, when it’s time to greet the new day with 
singing and prayer, out in the courtyard. I should not forget to mention the beloved blintzes at 2 a.m. This 
year Rabbi Matzkin will also be leading a special Family Service at 8 p.m., including 5th and 6th- graders 
chanting the 10 Commandments from the Torah. Sixth-graders and their families are then invited to a 
unique Pre-Bnai Mitzvah Torah Encounter, led by Jeff Schwarz and myself. If you have never experienced 
Wlezysx ex Osp Iqixl0 qeoi xlmw }iev }syv Ăvwx% Mx mw xvyp} wsqixlmrk wtigmep2

Don’t think the shul will settle down after Shavuot though. This summer we actually have 9 Bnai Mitzvah, 
plus a 50th wedding anniversary Shabbat (Naomi and Moishe Klughaupt) a 60th wedding anniversary 
Shabbat (Ruth and Julius Honig), and a double baby-naming for Trudi and David Bloom’s new twin girls! A 
big Mazal Tov to all of our simcha families!

July 22-24 is our 5th Annual Kol Emeth Women’s Retreat. As I write this message, we have a few spots 
left for women who have never gone on the retreat before. For returnees, I am afraid we already have a 
waiting list. The response has truly been overwhelming. I am excited to get to spend another weekend in 
the Redwoods, singing, relaxing, learning, and laughing with a wonderful diversity of Kol Emeth women. 

The retreat is not our congregation’s only opportunity for celebrating Shabbat in the outdoors, however. 
Starting June 24, we will once again be having our Backyard Friday Night Services and Potluck 
Dinners, graciously hosted by fellow-congregants. These Friday nights are a wonderful opportunity to 
meet new people, reconnect with friends, pray outside, and simply delight in Shabbat. 

Before I conclude, I just want to mention two other programs that are starting up this summer. One is a 
Jewish Bereavement Group, led by Rabbi Jon Sommer from the Bay Area Jewish Healing Center (see 
more information in this Voice). The other is our new Friendly Visitor Program, connecting congregant 
volunteers with congregants who are homebound. Our call for volunteers in last month’s Voice has 
yielded a wonderful group of men and women, including 2 teenagers, and program leader Judy Lurie and 
I are now making matches. If you know of someone who might enjoy being visited or you would like to 
volunteer, please be in touch. It’s not too late.

Erh Ărepp}0 M eq lsrsvih xs vitsvx xlex Veffm Pi{mw mw gsqmrk fego sr egxmzi hyx} xlmw wyqqiv0 xs tevxriv 
with me in serving the rabbinic needs of our congregation, while Rabbi Booth is on sabbatical. Rabbi 
Lewis will be involved in visiting the sick and other pastoral care. He will speak on several Shabbatot. 
And he will lend a hand in a number of other ways, in addition to being a valued personal support to me. 
I am grateful to Rabbi Matzkin and Jeff Schwarz as well, for helping with extra Friday night and minyan 
coverage while Rabbi Booth is away, and for lending hands, along with Yvonne Boxerman, in so many 
ways. I am endeavoring to still work “part-time” during this 3-month period. There is no question the 
demands will be more intense than usual. I am grateful, though, to be part of an amazing professional 
team, and to have the caring and support of all of you. 

I feel blessed to be in a congregation that has a summer with this degree of vitality and activity. I look 
forward to serving as your Rabbi in the months ahead. 
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Volunteer Update

Please rsvp to Rena Davidow  •  650-328-4367  •  renasdesk@gmail.com

   

Volunteer Get Together
Sunday, June 12th

2:00 – 4:00pm in the Kol Emeth Social Hall

Are you a current volunteer?

Please join us at a meeting of volunteers designed to learn about 
your joys, challenges and ideas. There will be time to nosh, schmooze 
and connect with
other volunteers.

Space is limited – please respond now if you haven’t done so.
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Graduation Special

Benjamin Lehmann graduated from Kehillah Jewish High School and 
was admitted to Stanford University. We wish him lots of 
success and Mazal Tov.

Grandma and Grandpa Mary & Victor Saydun

B’Nai Mitzvah Corner
Ilana Winawer is in the seventh grade at Blach Intermediate School in Los Altos. Her interests are varied and range from 
sports to reading to supporting worthy causes. Ilana plays club soccer and has led her team in an undefeated season so 
far as their goalkeeper. Ilana’s mitzvah project was born from the terrible tragedies that arose after Hurricane Katrina. Wor-
ried about families who would be left in the cold, Ilana started her own organization called “Penguins with Heart” to collect 
gently used warm clothing for people in need. Ilana’s parashat is Korah. Through studying Korah, Ilana has realized that in 
ancient times, people should have never doubted or complained about the leaders G-d chose to guide the Jewish people. 
She also wonders whether people act out of wanting to do right or out of fear of being punished.

Aliza Katzman is wrapping up seventh grade at La Entrada School in Menlo Park. She enjoys learning Latin and is a 
talented caricature artist in the anime and chibi styles, often using sophisticated computerized layering techniques to add 
nuance to her art. Aliza also has picked up some facility with Japanese language by intensely following anime video and 
related art forms. A voracious but discriminating reader, Aliza favors fantasy genre with complex plot development. Her 
Torah portion is Balak.

Yosi Weitzman is a seventh grader at Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School. He moved to California two years ago from 
his hometown of Bloomington, Indiana, and remains a faithful fan of the Hoosiers. Since moving to Stanford, he has 
also learned to love the Stanford Cardinals. Yosi enjoys spending time with friends, and with his three younger broth-
ers, Hillel, Lev and Or. In his free time, Yosi loves playing basketball. When not playing basketball, he might be watching 
basketball, reading about basketball, or playing basketball video games. For his Avodah L’olam philanthropy project at 
Hausner, Yosi researched and raised money for American Jewish World Service, and he is intent on trying to make a dif-
ference in alleviating hunger and poverty around the world.

Talya is seventh grader at JLS. For the past eight years she was a student at Gideon Hausner Jewish Day School. 
She enjoys playing many sports, but is now focusing on volleyball at JLS. She also loves singing and is in the school 
choir. Talya likes reading novels, listening to music, and spending time with her friends. Talya will complete her Bat 
Mitzvah project over the summer, tutoring elementary school age children in reading. She will also collect toiletries and 
hair products for the Sunday Friends organization. Talya’s Bat Mitzvah is June 11, Parasha is BeHa’alotecha. She has 
enjoyed working with Rabbi Graff studying her Torah portion. 
 

Congratulations Melanie on your graduation from Cornell. We are so proud 
of you. Your wonderful spirit is now ready to soar!

Love, Mom, Dad, Seth and Henry.

Congratulations Seth on completing your Masters from Johns Hopkins.  
Xli ts{iv sj xli {vmxxir {svh mw sjĂgmepp} }syvw xs gsqqerh%

Love, Mom, Dad, Henry and Melanie.
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Library Update

NEW BOOKS IN 
OUR LIBRARY 
WHICH ARE READY 
FOR CHECK-OUT
by Alan Bennett 

Who Wrote The Bible 
by Richard Elliot Friedman

Friedman carefully sifts through clues available in the 
text of  the Hebrew Bible and those provided by bibli-
cal archaeology searching for the writer(s) of, primarily, 
the Pentateuch. He does so with clarity and engaging 
style, turning a potentially dry scholarly inquiry into a 
lively detective story. The reader is guided through the 
historical circumstances that occasioned the writing of  
the sources underlying the Five Books of  Moses and 
the combining of  these diverse sources into the þnal 
literary product. (from Library Journal)  (Call number 
005 FRI, in the small sanctuary)

Minyan: Ten Principles for Living a 
Life of  Integrity by Rami Shapiro

Rabbi Shapiro says that he went in search of  Zen 
Judaism and found it in Hasidic literature. In writings 
that speak of  the unity of  self, God, and the world, 
he found a deeply spiritual tradition hidden within 
Judaism, for which many Jews have looked elsewhere. 
From years of  work in his own synagogue, Rabbi Sha-
piro developed 10 spiritual practices that help ground a 
person in divine reality and achieve balance in internal 
and external affairs. (from Amazon.com) (175.01 SHA, 
in the small sanctuary)

Highlights of May 3, 2011  
Board  Meeting 
By Reba Cohen

Membership is now 613 units.

The New Religious School model 
is being publicized and the pre-
registration form is available on-line.

There has been a very positive 
response to the Fund Raising 
Brunch to be held on May 15.

 
Survey responses are being evaluated. 
Close to 50% of adult members responded, 
which is considered statistically significant. 

Rabbi Booth will be on Sabbatical, 
vacation, and a Congregational trip to 
Israel from May 15–August 15. Rabbi 
Graff and Rabbi Lewis will be covering.

Mark Alloy, Chair of the Investment 
Committee described the mission 
and function of the committee.

Kathy Merkin presented the budget, 
which the Board approved. It will be sent 
to members of the congregation with 
the mailing for the  June 26th Annual 
Meeting. Kathy expressed appreciation to 
Yvonne Boxerman, Olga Sokhor,  Rabbi 
Matzkin  and Adean Golub for all their 
efforts which  helped to turn this year’s 
projected deficit into a surplus, and also  
for their efforts on the proposed budget. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Fifth Annual KE Library Book Sale
 
Do join us for our book sale before and after the Kol Emeth Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 26.  We hope to have 
a wide variety of  books available, particularly children’s books this year.
 
If  you have a FEW books you’d like to donate to the sale, please leave them in the library with a note.  We don’t 
need prayer books, Tanakhs, etc.

Kol Emeth’s Annual 
Meeting 

will be held at 10:00 a.m. 

on Sunday June 26th. Please 

watch your mailbox in June 
for more information  

including the agenda, slate of  

ofþcers and þnancial reports.
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NESS Update for Voice:  
Pirkei Avot and the KE Religious School 
By Michael Kahan, Education Chair and NESS Chair

I was very moved to be one of  the guests of  honor, along with Janis and Richard Popp, at the synagogue brunch 
in May. The occasion prompted me to write some reÿections on the BJE-funded NESS (Nurturing Excellence in 
Synagogue Schools) process, as I near the end of  my time as Education Committee chair and NESS chair at Kol 
Emeth. Here is a (slightly modiþed) version of  what I said at the brunch:

One of  the great things about being involved with education at KE has been that it’s given me the opportunity 
to study Torah on Shabbat mornings with the 5th and 6th graders, and with two great teachersñþrst Tina Dinitz, 
and this year Aviv Monarch. A couple of  weeks ago, Aviv mentioned that it is traditional during the Omer to 
study Pirkei Avot, and so I read it and found some passages that I thought really spoke to the experience of  
NESS and how I feel looking back on the last 3 years.

One passage that stood out to me was in the very þrst verse, which we had also discussed in a NESS meeting: 
“Be cautious in rendering a decision; rear many students; build a fence to protect Torah.” These express to me 
both the process and the goals of  the work weõve done in NESS over these years. First, òbe cautiousó: We were 
very careful and deliberative, I think, before rendering a decision. Some of  us, sitting in meetings at 9:45 on a 
work night, might even say TOO deliberative! We didn’t take our work lightly or casually; we put in many hours 
in meetings of  committees and subcommittees, and working individually as well. We realized that we were dealing 
with something of  great import: the education of  our children. The future of  our synagogue school is important 
to us on a personal and a collective level: it shapes the future of  our families, and the future of  our congregation. 
So while I think some of  the decisions we made were innovative and bold, we arrived at them through a process 
that I think was very cautious.

Todah Rabbah for Supporting our Blood Drive!
By Sonia Moss

Xlivi {ivi ws qer} egxmzmxmiw wglihypih ex Osp Iqixl sr Jifvyev} :xl mx qe} lezi fiir hmjĂgypx xs 
choose what to do.  But on that Sunday during the few hours of our Blood Drive we were able to to con-
tribute a total of 36 units of blood to help in the treatment of many sick patients who need transfusions 
to sustain their health.  

We thank all who came to donate and offer a Yasher Koach to those who have not donated in years to the record num-
fiv sj Ăvwx1xmqi hsrsvw%   [lmpi wsqi evi hijivvih erh rsx efpi xs hsrexi hyi xs qihmgep gsrgivrw sv xvezip viwxvmgxmsrw0 
there is always another opportunity!  Mark you calendars for Sunday, July 17th for our next drive. 

Thanks to the Kol Emeth staff, the Stanford Blood Center, and especially these donors for making our semi-annual drive 
such a success.

Wendy Allyn
Ted Alper
Sharon Altus
Catherine Baylin
Ann Benett
Sandy Benett
Rabbi David Booth
Sonya Bradski
Ellen Brown
Jane Buechel 
Maya Chatav
Eve Cohen

Alexandra Delgado
Nancy Eiger
Victor Filler 
Stella Filler
Dalia Geller
Adele Gershater
Eddie Gornish
Jay Hammer
Zelek Herman  
Penny Katz
David Kletter
Stephen Koons

Julia Kossack
Benjamin Lehmann
Jack Levin
Sharon Levin
Barry Lieberman
Jonathan Margolick
David Markowitz
Jay Minga
Joan Muhlfelder
Andy Rose
Miriam Schulman
Harvey Scharfstein

Joanne Shapiro
Elaine Sigal
Margarita Soyfertis
Janie Taylor
Tzipor Ulman
Terry Winograd
Hassan Zeraati
Judi Zyroff
Sonia Moss
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One of  our goals, as the passage says, was to “rear many students.” We want the synagogue’s education program 
to be joyful and meaningful and attractive to many new students and their families. But our goal here is not just 
numbers. The English to “rear” many students doesn’t really capture the full sense of  the Hebrew “haamidu”— 
raise up, cause to stand. We really want the program to “raise up” students—to new levels of  learning, to new 
levels of  excitement, to new levels of  self-knowledge and understanding and action. Another passage in Pirkei 
Avot conveys the words of  Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua: òthe dignity of  your student should be as precious to you 
as your own.” We sought to take these words to heart, to ensure that every student in the school will be treated 
with the kind of  respect that will raise them up.

The þnal section of  this passage, òBuild a fence to protect Torah,ó (òAsu sõyag lõtorahó) is a bit more mysterious. 
What does it mean to make a “s’yag” for the Torah? It’s often interpreted as an injunction to be extra stringent 
in interpretation, or to add strictures that go beyond the apparent meaning of  a commandment. But Pirkei Avot 
itself  gives a different answer. Another verse explains “Masoret s’yag l’torah”—tradition is a “s’yag,” a protection, 
for Torah. So the original verse, “Asu s’yag l’Torah,” can be restated as “asu masoret”-- “make a tradition.” Over 
these past years, we have started many practices that I hope will become traditions, in everything from the way 
we ran our meetings, to the way we based curricular decisions on communal values, to the way we drew on the 
strengths of  our whole community to enrich our school. I hope that our new family education programs and our 
newly strengthened room parent program will become part of  Kol Emeth tradition. I also hope our new mission 
statement will become a tradition that will be more than just words on a page or a screen but a real inspiration to 
students, teachers, and parents for years to come.

A þnal passage of  Pirkei Avot that spoke to me was òWho is honored? One who honors his fellows.ó Iõm very 
conscious that my work could not have been done without the work of  so many others who have contributed to 
the success of  NESS here at Kol Emeth. I canõt name all of  them individually, but I do want to honor my fellows 
by naming some names. 

• My co-honoree, Janis Popp, along with Lucy Milgram and Judy Shulman, who þrst urged that Kol Emeth apply for the NESS grant; 
• Rabbi Booth, who works so hard to do so much here, and who gave a tremendous amount of  time and effort and thought to 

this process—he has really earned this Sabbatical;
• The synagogue’s lay leaders, especially Collin who has really made the school a priority, and his predecessor Martha Amram 

who has been a great supporter, cheerleader, fundraiser, and host; and who also, along with Rabbi Graff  and Tina Dinitz, was a 
founder of  Kol Shabbat, which we agreed early in this process should remain a cornerstone of  education here at Kol Emeth;

Å	 Marc Bader and Deborah Schneider, who led the process in its þrst year and laid the groundwork for everything else that we 
have done;

• The incoming leaders of  the Education Vaad, Jane Philipson and Dan Lieb, who have allowed me to rest easy, knowing that the 
work continues in good hands;

• The educators of  Kol Emeth, and especially Jeff  Schwarz, who have given much of  their time and have really worked to put 
into action the values and ideals that have been articulated through this process;

• The synagogue staff, especially Yvonne, Olga, and Pepe, for all of  their help;
• All POD committee and subcommittee members. I especially want to recognize the chairs of  the subcommittees, Adin Miller, 

Ariella Radwin, Eric Tannenwald, and Liz Stoll;
• The BJE for funding the process, and the consultants they sent to work with us who went above and beyond what they were 

paid for;
• I think most of  all, Rabbi Matzkin, who has given so much of  herself  to this work and brought such depth of  knowledge, 

creativity, energy, and care;
Å	 Finally, I really want to thank my family: my wife Gabriella, and my daughters Eva and Frieda. They have endured a lot of  

nights when I was out at meetings or on the phone, and I hope in the end they will feel that it was worth it. It was by virtue of  
my children that I got involved in education here at Kol Emeth, and they all—my children and yours—will be the true test of  
whether the changes we have made are successful. Our children are our builders, and through NESS I think we have found a 
way to lay the foundation of  a strong and joyful Jewish identity, upon which every child can build a life of  learning, celebration, 
and ethical action.



The Voice      12     June/July 2011



The Voice      13     June/July 2011

Spring Brunch

The Spring Brunch was a wonderful occasion, this year honoring Dr. Richard and Janis Popp, and Michael Kahan. 
Many thanks to our numerous supporters, as listed below, who helped make this event such a success. A very special 
thank you to the co-chairs Adean Golub and Deborah Wexler for their tireless work in making this years brunch the 
lovely occasion it was, and to our caterer extraordinaire, Wendy Kleckner.

PLATINUM
Martha Amram
Shirley K. Bob

GOLD
Ben & Adean Golub
Richard & Janis Popp
Paul & Sheri Robbins
Peter & Deborah Wexler

SILVER
Leonard & Vivian Lehmann
Mark & Adele Lieberman
Kathy & Gary Reback

PATRON
Sandra & Dan Feldman
Wendy & Howard Kleckner
Judy & Lee Shulman
Alan & Melodie Solway
Bonnie & Marty Tenenbaum
Terry & Carol Winograd

FRIEND
Irene Zoken Abrams
Jacques Adler & Betty Denenberg Adler
Wendy Allyn & David Barkan
Merry & Steve Astor
Michael & Vera Baum
Ann & Sandy Benett
Fran & Alan Bennett
Joni Block

Rabbi David & Carol Booth
Flo & Dave Braker
Ellen & Marc Brown
Collin & Shoshanah Cohen
Reba Cohen
Elaine Cooper
Norman & Sandy Coplon
Elyse & Chuck Feldman
Louise & Max Fiszer
Nanette & Rich Freedland
Joe Goldberg & Cindy Rogoway
Rabbi Sarah Graff  & Scott Roy
Dorothea & Paul Hamilton
David & Melinda Joffe
Michael Kahan & Gabriella Safran
Dick & Marcia Kashnow
Martin & Naomi Klughaupt
Patty & Mike Krigel
Jack & Sharon Levin
Ellen Levitas
Rabbi Shelly & Lorri Lewis
Marlene & Gadi Maier
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin & Aviv Monarch
Ron Meckler & Bella Shapero
Gary & Lori Meyers
David & Lucy Milgram
Sonia Moss
Karen Radwin
Michael & Ariella Radwin
Jeff  & Amber Rosen
Joanne & Steve Shapiro
Arna & Hersh Shefrin

Ellen & Paul Snider
Sherry Solden and Dan Steinberg
Marvin & Barbara Spielman
David Steuer & Barbara Shufro
Ellen Bob & David Waksberg
Lydia & Neil Weiss

DONATIONS
Howard Belfer & Laurie Leventhal-Belfer
Barbara & Jerry Bentkowsky
Yvonne & David Boxerman
Rena Shaw Davidow
Rick & Tina Fein Dinitz
Theda & Oscar Firschein
Alan Garber & Anne Yahanda
Gloria & Norman Goldblatt
Eddie Gornish & Naomi Mitchell
Shelley & John Hebert
Shirley Liebhaber
Kathy Merkin & Michael Lane
Jillian, Amy, Binyamin, Ephraim,
Yonatan, Raphael, Abshalom, Beth,
Mark, Ethan, Rachel, Gary, Lori,
Sue & Ron Popp
Ron & Sheree Roth
Carol & Harry Saal
Norman & Heather Silverman
Sara & Greg Smirin
Bette & Stan Sussman
Ludwig & Carol Tannenwald
Jerry & Bobby Wagger
Ron & Melanie Wilensky

(See pictures on page 15)
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Adult Education
Deborah yuster, Chair

Jewish Basics and Beyond
Scholar-in-Residence 

Please join us for two fascinating and entertaining lectures 
by Israeli Psychologist and Educator, Dr. Nily Shiryon.

Jerusalem of Gold: The song that made 
history; the history that made the song

	 Sunday, June 5, 2011  
	 Location: Kol Emeth/Main Sanctuary 
	 11–1pm

It is no wonder that “Jerusalem of Gold” is considered 
the song that most represents us – both in our eyes and 
in the eyes of the world. This is a song that contains 
within it almost the whole range and gamut of Jewish 
history and heritage, and all of this in a few, short stan-
zas. In 1967 this song made history. Now you can hear 
the history that made this song.
 
The Desert Generation: Their story – Their 
secret

	 Saturday, June 18, 2011  
	 Location: Kol Emeth/Main Sanctuary 
	 Time: 1:15–2:15pm  
	 (Immediately following Kiddush)

The Desert Generation: Their story – Their secret
It is said that God works in mysterious ways. One fasci-
nating example of this is the story of the Desert Genera-
tion, those Children of Israel delivered from Egyptian 
slavery “with a strong hand and an outstretched arm…” 
Because of their tragic crisis of faith, this generation 
was punished and sentenced: wander the desert for 
forty years, die off and never enter the Promised Land. 
But why were they not eliminated immediately, as were 
those involved in the Golden Calf crisis of faith, or as 
were Korah and his followers? Being now unworthy and 
incapable, of what possible use or value could they be 
anymore? The secret of their story is a true tribute to 
Judaism’s view of life. 
 
Note: This week’s Torah portion, parashat Shelach Lecha, will 
deal with this precise issue.

The Kabbalah of Software … or ... The 
Kabbalah of Creativity with Tsvi Bar-David, 
PhD, Rabbi, CPE II

	 Saturday, July 10, 2011 
	 Location: Kol Emeth/Small Sanctuary 
	 11:00am

As creatures, we humans are an integral part of the oneness, 
as is anything we create. As creatures created in the image of 
the Divine, we share with the Divine the ability to create, and 
by so doing, share in the sacred beauty and goodness of the 
universe.

There is a deep connection between Kabbalah and the software 
development process, more broadly an intimate connection 
between Kabbalah and human creativity of all sorts, of which 
software development is assuredly an exemplar. This talk is 
an exploration of that connection.

Tsvi Bar-David holds a PhD in Applied Mathematics from UC 
Berkeley, was ordained a rabbi at AJR CA, and is an inter-faith 
chaplain trained at the Palo Alto VA Hospital.

Talmud Class

	 Every Sunday from 10:15-11:15 am

Now entering its 36th year of continuous study, the Sunday 
Morning Talmud group is studying Berkhot. In this section of 
Talmud, we are learning a great deal about the origins of our 
prayer and blessing practices as well as some deep theological 
considerations of gratitude. Newcomers are welcome, but be 
warned – it’s hard to stop coming once you start!

Special Series
Shabbat Shiur Series – A Matter of 
Community

The Rights of Victims v. the Rights of the 
Accused with Jeffrey F. Rosen, District 
Attorney

	 Saturday, July 30 ~ 1:15pm – 2:15pm

What do Jewish law/texts/ tradition say about the balance 
between protecting the rights of the accused and protecting 
the rights of victims and society?

Shiurim are led by a variety of different teachers, usually from 
the talented pool of Kol Emeth members. Stay around after 
Kiddush and join the animated and enlightening discussions!

Women’s Study Group Series 
Rabbi Sarah Graff

	 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month		
	 11am - 12:30pm

The Women’s Study Group, led by Rabbi Sarah Graff, offers 
a forum for women of all ages to study text and share life 
experiences in the context of Torah.  This year we plan to 
explore some of the Prophets, in addition to the weekly Torah 
portion and Jewish holidays throughout the year.  Participants 
come with all different levels of Jewish knowledge, and drop-
ins are most welcome. 

(Continued on page 17)
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Contact Rabbi Graff to get on the Women’s Study Group email list.

Sh’ma Salon Series

Sh’ma is a monthly journal dedicated to Jewish thought on key issues. We are fortunate to have this national publication 
now located in Menlo Park. We meet and discuss the issues raised each month on topics such as Israel, Jewish weddings, and 
the role of prayer. Ellen Bob, Alan Bennett, Janis Popp and Lee Shulman host the meetings. 

Note: Sh’ma Salon will resume in September.  
Mj }sy evi mrxiviwxih0 pix xli sjĂgi ors{ erh xli} {mpp ehh }sy xs xli pmwx2

Ideas or Suggestions?

Kol Emeth is always very appreciative of any ideas or suggestions that our members would like 
to contribute to the Adult Education program. Ideally, and whenever possible, the programs 
should be taught by one of our congregants or staff members.

To submit your ideas, please e-mail deborahyuster@gmail.com. All proposed classes will be 
evaluated by the Adult Education Committee.

(Continued from page 16)

Sisterhood Event

Sunday, July 31 at 9:45-11am. 

Soul Stretching: Yoga and Prayer.  Rabbi Laurie Matzkin will lead the Sisterhood and all women  
in a unique morning Jewish yoga experience.  Adaptable for all levels of physical ability. Please 
wear comfortable clothes, bring a bottle of water, and bring a yoga mat if you have one.  Currently 
scheduled for Kol Emeth Small Sanctuary.

“A Mid-Summer’s Shabbat Dream”  Kol Shabbat Summer Reunion  
with Rabbi Laurie Matzkin

Join the Kol Emeth Kids for a Kol Shabbat reunion! 

Saturday, July 30th, 10am-12pm.  

Junior Congregation, Torah Reading, Song Session, Madrichim, and Parsha  
Partners return for this special day. Programs for K-7th graders-- parents welcome.  

Special Events

Please Note:

There will be no July Issue 

of  The Voice. Our next issue 

will be in August. Deadline 

for submissions will be

July 13th at Noon. 
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Grief  and Growing: NextSteps for Mourners Invites you to join our

Bereavement Spiritual
Support Group

For those living with the loss of  a loved one

  Where:   Congregation Kol Emeth
    4175 Manuela Avenue
    Palo Alto, CA 94306
  When:  Group meets on Thursdays
       June 16th to August 4th
  Time: 	 1:00pm to 2:30pm	
  Fee:		  $100 (þnancial options available)

    Facilitated by Rabbi Jon Sommer
 

For more information please call (415) 750-3436 
or email jewishhealing@ioaging.org 

While grief  is a normal response to loss, we know from practical experience and from the 
teachings of  our tradition, that being with an understanding community can help bring comfort 
and healing to the mourner. This group will provide a supportive context with both general 
and speciþcally Jewish resources for the mourning process. The group is especially suited for 
participants who have lost loved ones in the past year or so. 
Pre-registration is required; we will not be able to accommodate drop-ins.

To register, or for more information, please contact Bay Area Jewish Healing Center, at 
jewishhealing@ioaging.org or call (415) 750-3436.

Women’s Retreat in the Redwoods: SOLD OUT
A few spots have been saved for women who have not attended this retreat before.
July 22–24, 2011

For more information, contact Rabbi Graff at (650) 948-7498 or rabbigraff@kolemeth.org
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“Yisrael b’Koleinu”, Israel in Our Voice  
Israel Stories: Share, Listen, and Connect 
By Barbara Schapira,  
Yisrael b’Koleinu Steering Committee Chair 
Israel Action Committee Chair

• “Yisrael b’Kolam”, Israel in Their Voice Israel Aliyah Stories: Share, Listen, 
Connect 
“Yisrael b’Kolam” is a multimedia project that will continue recording and documenting 
gsrkvikexmsr qiqfivwù i|tivmirgiw mr Mwveip2 Xli Ăvwx gsqtsrirx mrgpyhiw srksmrk 
audio recordings featuring members who have made aliyah to Israel. The second will be a 
photography contest. 
 
Please enjoy the pictures of the April 10th recording session participants. (See page 20) 
The “tech team” successfully recorded 19 Israel stories that very busy Sunday. A total of 54 
Kol Emeth members participated in having their Israel stories recorded! We exceeded our 
expectations! Please go to the Kol Emeth web site at www.kolemeth.org and listen to these 
amazing Israel experiences and connections.Thanks to all who have made the “Yisrael 
b’Koleinu”, Israel in Our Voice year long experience such a success! 

• Israel Photography Contest  
Do you have photos of a 2010 trip to Israel?  Are you visiting Israel this summer?  Planning a trip 
there next autumn?  
Ipmkmfpi irxvmiw mrgpyhi xlswi xlex getxyvi yrmuyi Mwveipm wpmgiw sj pmji İ tistpi0 tpegiw0 hmwxmrgxmzi 
images and experiences that portray your personal connection to the country. Contest judges will 
consider creativity and emotional impact of the photographs. Most important, have fun!  
 
KE members may submit three (3) Israel photos from their January 2010 through December 2011 
trips. Details about contest guidelines (e.g., where and how to submit photographs) will be in 
the August Voice and on the KE website. Prizes will be awarded in four categories: youth, high 
school, young adult and adult. 
 
Questions? Please contact Marcia Lepler at Israelstories@kolemeth.org.

VOLUNTEERS WELCOMED! The Israel Action Committee has an ambitious programming agenda for 2011-2012. 
Contact Barbara Schapira to learn more about these plans and activities. bjschapira@gmail.com

*“Ma’a lot 2011-2012: is a Joint Project of United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism’s Israel 
Commission and Nefesh B’Nefesh.

Kol Emeth Awarded Second Ma’a lot* Grant for 2011-2012 Israel Education Programming 

Building on the success of Kol Emeth’s 2010-2011 Ma’a lot initiative, “Yisrael b’Koleinu”, Israel 
in Our Voice Israel Stories: Share, Listen, Connect, the Israel Action Committee is pleased to 
announce that our synagogue will receive its second Ma’a lot Israel Education Grant for 2011-
2012 curriculum.

JOIN THE CELEBRATION! SHABBAT, JUNE 4! Special guest speaker, Israel Deputy 
Consul General, Gideon Lustig. Recognition of  volunteers and bon voyage to Kol Emeth members traveling to 
Israel June 12 with Rabbi Booth and his family.
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(Continued on page 22)

About Us

Welcome New Members:
Cecilia and Eyal Kaspi 
689 Roble Ave # 4A 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
(650)283-7140

Mazal Tov To:
David Newman and Lindsay Trust who were married on April 30th in New York. David is the son of  Lynn and 
Andrew Newman.

Judy and Mark Lurie, on the birth of  their grandson, Nathan.

Condolences To:
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin, her parents and extended family on the recent  loss of  Cari Rodman, her beloved aunt, and 
Nancy Rogers, her beloved great aunt.  

Contributions 
Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In honor of:
Elaine Sigal’s birthday 
 Ben and Adean Golub 
Rabbi Graff, in appreciation 
	 Randy and Nancy Popp 
 
In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Ben and Adean Golub 
Judith Biro 
 Joe Goldberg & Cindy Rogoway 
Yaakov Scherman 
 Rivka Sherman-Gold and Irving Gold 
Sol Levine 
 Joan Rabin

Dean Hoffman Israel Scholarship Fund 
In honor of: 
Janis and Richard Popp 
 Saul and Taffy Hoffman 
 Leah and Ralph Bernstein 
Michael Kahan 
 Leah and Ralph Bernstein 
Sharon and Jack Levin, on their new grandchild 
Barbara and Marvin Spielman, on the Bar Mitzvah  
of  their grandson 
 Saul and Taffy Hoffman 
Adam Spielman’s Bar Mitzvah 
 Leah and Ralph Bernstein 
Samantha Rubinstein’s Bat Mitzvah 
 Leah and Ralph Bernstein

In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Saul and Taffy Hoffman 

Barry Wald 
 Barbara and Jerry Bentkowsky 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Barbara and Jerry Bentkowsky 

General Fund 
Gary Rosen 
Adean and Benjamin Golub

In honor of: 
Elaine Sigal’s milestone birthday 
 Susan Wolfe 
Shirley Bob’s special birthday 
 Joan Rabin

In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Rabbi Amy Eilberg 
 Honey and David Meir-Levi 
 Howard and Wendy Kleckner 
Barry Wald 
 Honey and David Meir-Levi 
Samuel Schachter 
 Ted Schachter 
Rose Ehrlich 
 Shelton & Sandra Ehrlich 
Yaakov Pozdnyakov 
 Karina Pulavsky 
Peggy Schrier 
 Stanley Schrier 
Family Yahrzeit 
	 Yeþm Vakhnyanskiy 
Illene Neuman 
	 Edith Neuman 
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Anne Zuckerman 
 Linda and Stanley Fischman 
Abraham Steiger 
 Harvey and Susan Dondershine 
Benzion Aronchik 
 Vladimir Aronchik 
Frances Pelavin 
 Philip and Robin Metz 
Jesse Goldstein 
 Gloria McBeth 
Yehuda Bivas 
	 Albert and Natalie Bivas 
Harry Haim LeVine 
 Honey and David Meir-Levi 
Aladar Sege 
 Carol and George Sege 
Keri Kuhn 
 Alfred and Liliane Kuhn 
 
Kiddush Fund 
Ruth and Julius Honig 
Louise Askarinam 
 
In honor of: 
Janis and Dr. Richard Popp 
 Rivka Sherman-Gold and Irving Gold 
Rabbi Booth and Rabbi Graff  for leading the Mitzvah 
Initiative study sessions 
 Shirley Bob 
 
In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Barbara and Marvin Spielman 
Herbert Weintraub 
 Lee and Esther Erman 
Barry Wald 
 Anonymous 
 
Kol HaHekdesh-Voice of  Our Sacred Synagogue 
Fred Bob Prayer Book Fund; Miriam Ferziger Jewish Media &  
Arts Fund; Simon Grossman Religious Objects Repair Fund;  
Hearing Equipment Fund; Library Fund; Melnick Mahzor Fund; 
Ofþce Equipment Fund; Synagogue Improvement Fund; Esther 
Waldman Children’s Books Fund 
 
In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Alan and Fran Bennett 
Doris Moss 
 Sonia Moss 
Chaim Tsenter 
	 Nina Wouk and Jessie ApõNeva

Barry Wald 
 Donna and Ken Waite 
Helene Rock 
	 Nina Wouk 
Rabbi Shimeon Greenberg 
 Haya Fried Greenberg 

Kol HaTzibur-Voice of  Kol Emeth Community 
Chesed Fund; Marshall Denenberg Fund; Young Adults Fund 
In honor of: 
Judy and Mark Lurie, on the birth of  their grandson 
 Joan Rabin 
 
In memory of: 
Joyce Oresman 
 Joan Rabin 
Jean Dietz 
 Judy Lurie 
 
Kol Limmud-Voice of  Education 
Amkraut Family Education Fund; Education Enrichment Fund; 
Hurvitz Family Education Fund; Lewis, I Youth Education Fund; 
Torah for Tots; Weis Camp Scholarships Fund; Youth Activities, 
USY, Kadima Fund 
 
Harvey Sharfstein 
 
In honor of: 
Janis and Richard Popp 
 Doug Popp and Sharon Linder 
	 Howard and Nancy Tamler 
Michael Kahan 
	 Howard and Nancy Tamler 
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin, in gratitude for her help 
	 Nanci Rosenberg 
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin, in appreciation 
	 Randy and Nancy Popp

The graduating high school students: Nathan Dinitz,  
Ben Lehmann, Morris Alper, Danielle Wenocur and  
Shaina Hammer 
 Lisa Kolbe

In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Lee and Judy Shulman 
 Shelley and John Hebert 
 Beth and Chuck Brummer 
	 Rich and Nanette Freedland 
 Judy and Michael Kitt 
 Thelma and Hy Ramm 
 Yvonne and David Boxerman 
Melvin Richter 
 Ruthann Richter Hammer and Jay Hammer 
Sydell Baral 
 Holly Baral 
Barry Wald 
	 Andrew and Lynn Newman 
 Judy and Michael Kitt

Judith Biro 
 Jill and Craig Judson 
 

(Continued from page 21)

(Continued on page 23)
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CONTRIBUTION FORM

Please allow 2 weeks for acknowledgement to be sent and 4ð8 weeks for donations to be published in The Voice. 
Date:					     Enclosed is a contribution of $
To the  General Fund or  Kol Limmund Fund - Voice of Education or  Kol HaHekdesh Fund - Voice of 
Our Sacred Synagogue or  Kol HaTzibur Fund - Voice of Kol Emeth Community or  Kol Tzedakah Fund 
- Voice of Community Beyond Kol Emeth or  Other

(All funds not designated to a particular restricted fund will automatically be placed in General Fund)
	
	  In honor of:				     In Memory of:		   Refuah Shlemah (get well) to:

Name(s):

Special Message:

Send card to:									         Phone#:

Address/City/Zip:

Conþrm donation to me by:  E-mail address:					     By mail

 No Conþrmation needed, include in year-end statement only 

Kol Tzedakah-Voice of  Community Beyond Kol Emeth 
Alfred Barauck Soviet £migr® Fund; Homeless Fund, Israel Action 
Fund; Social Action Fund 
 
Aleksandr Mlynash and Eteri Katsoshvili 
 
In honor of: 
On the occasion of  Talya Furman’s Bat Mitzvah, to honor Ira 
and Leanu Karp’s work on behalf  of  Ethiopian Jews. 
 Martha Amram 
On the occasion of  Ilana Winawer’s Bat Mitzvah, to honor Ira 
and Leanu Karp’s work on behalf  of  Ethiopian Jews. 
 Martha Amram 
On the occasion of  Aliza Katzman’s Bat Mitzvah to honor Ira 
and Leanu Karp’s work on behalf  of  Ethiopian Jews. 
 Martha Amram 
On the occasion of  Yossi Weitzman’s Bar Mitzvah to honor 
Ira and Leanu Karp’s work on behalf  of  Ethiopian Jews. 
 Martha Amram 
In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 The Tannenwald Family 
Esther Magidow 
 Helen Weinstein 
Sarah Magid 
 Toby Reitman and family 
Ilse Ferguson Fassbender 
 Marianne Strassman 
Rose Schapira 
 Morey and Barbara Schapira 

Sarah Goltz 
 Henry and Millie Goltz 
Sarah Magid 
Barry Wald 
 Toby Reitman and family 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Harvey Sharfstein 
Gary and Lori Meyers 
 
In honor of: 
Rabbi Booth, with thanks for his teachings 
 The Woodside Priory School 
Rabbi Booth, in appreciation 
	 Randy and Nancy Popp

In memory of: 
Judy Sherman Goldblatt 
 Richard and Janice Popp 
 Ronald and Francine Cohen 
 Joe Goldberg and Cindy Rogoway 
 Ellen Brosbe 
 Bette and Stan Sussman 
 Alan and Andrea Booth 
Relatives who perished in the Shoah 
Rivka Sherman Gold and Irving Gold 
Leon Cohen 
 Elaine Sigal

(Continued from page 22)
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Frona L. Kahn 
President

www.designworlds.com/college 
frona@designworlds.com

p 408.252.2285 • f 408.516.9920
20370 Town Center Lane, Suite  258 • Cupertino, CA 95014

College and Grad School Admission Coaching
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