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Minyan Rotation Schedule
Our daily minyan rotation program depends on the participation of our members. Everyone 13 
years of age and older counts towards the minyan. Please attend the daily minyan at least 6 times 
in an assigned two-week period. Periods are assigned alphabetically. Minyan meets: Sunday - 
Thursday at 7:45 p.m., Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m., and Thursday mornings at 6:45 a.m.

May 2–May 15	 May 16–May 29	 May 30–June12
Joffee–Kaye	 Keller–Korman	 Kornbluh–Leikach	

Contact Information for Kol Emeth Personnel
Name 	 Email 	 Extension
Rabbis
Rabbi David Booth 	 rabbibooth@kolemeth.org 	 107
Rabbi Sarah Graff 	 rabbigraff@kolemeth.org 	 115
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin 	 rabbimatzkin@kolemeth.org 	 108
Rabbi Emeritus Sheldon Lewis 	 rabbilewis@kolemeth.org

Staff
Yvonne Boxerman 	 execdir@kolemeth.org 	 104
Aisake Fanaika 	 aisake@kolemeth.org 	 114
Rebecca Lotvin 	 rebecca@kolemeth.org 	 100
Pepe Sanchez 	 pepe@kolemeth.org 	 109
Jeff Schwarz 	 jeff@kolemeth.org 	 105
Ariana Schroder 	 ariana@kolemeth.org 	 103
Olga Sokhor 	 olga@kolemeth.org 	 101

Please note: when you access the voicemail system after hours, there is a long pause before you are transferred.

The Voice
To submit items to The Voice, please

hitswmx xliq mr Osp Iqixlùw sjĂgi qempfs| sv
send them by e-mail to voice@kolemeth.org

Articles & items to be considered for the
June/July 2011

issue must be submitted by
Friday, May 13 at Noon.

Deadline for donations to be listed is
Thursday, May 12

The editing staff of The Voice reserves the right
xs ihmx wyfqmwwmsrw ew mx wiiw Ăx2

Advertising fees for 2010-2011
Size 	 Monthly 	 Yearly
Business card 	 $45.00 	 $400
1/4 page 	 $90.00 	 $800
1/2 page 	 $170.00 	 $1,600
3/4 page 	 $250.00 	 $2,400
Full page 	 $330.00 	 $3,200

(Congregation Kol Emeth members in good standing 
receive a 10% discount.)

The Kol Emeth website is updated regularly 
with new events
http://ww.kolemeth.org

Kol Emeth is a member of the United Synagogue of Concervative
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hospitality learned at pesach
By Rabbi David Booth

Pesach is the most celebrated Jewish holiday of them all. More people celebrate 
a Seder than attend services at Yom Kippur; more people eat matzah than light 
a menorah. Passover is God centric; it is complex; it challenges us with various 
observances and behaviors. And year after year, Jews come together in enormous 
numbers to celebrate.

Ew {i viăigx sr syv s{r Wihivw0 M {erx xs wykkiwx xlex Tewwsziv xlvmziw jsv 
two essential reasons. First, it is unapologetically Jewish. We mention God who 
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Passover 
tells us again and again that God is and God acts in the world. Related, the rituals 
of Passover are visibly symbolic and therefore compelling as we celebrate the 
possibility of freedom and hope. We see vivid ritual that connects us to our sacred 
past as we sit here in the present with family and friends. It is for this reason that 
xli Ăvwx Tewwsziv {mxlsyx e pszih sri mw ws tsmkrerx2 Mx mw e qsqirx xlex fvmrkw 
family together in a deep way.

Second, though, is the home based element of Passover. At Passover, more than 
any other moment in the Jewish calendar, we invite one people into our homes 
to celebrate. Let all who are hungry come and eat, we say, and many of us then 
make the effort to invite many into our homes. The table is set and prepared and 
our guests arrive. In an open and non-judgmental way we open our home and we 
connect with the Jewish world. Take away Passover, and I doubt America Judaism 
would still be around.

This year we have been expanding the ethic of Passover into the year as a whole. 
We are approaching our third Shared Shabbat, an evening in which we get to 
one another over the sacred place of the Shabbat table. And in which we learn 
anew that each Shabbat table IS sacred, regardless of whether its in a home or an 
apartment, whether its chicken or pizza. The sacred quality is found in the sharing.

You can participate in one of three ways. You can host guests that you choose and 
invite. I encourage you to reach out to friends, to neighbors, to people with whom 
you work, to anyone for whom a Shabbat meal would be a blessing. If you choose 
to participate in this fashion, do let me know so we can measure total involvement. 
Second, you can go to www.shared-shabbat.org erh Ăpp mr xli lswxmrk jsvq erh 
indicate how many guests you can accommodate. Our matching committee will 
xlir ewwmkr kyiwxw xs }syv lsqi sziv xli Ăvwx {iioirh mr Qe}2 ]sy {mpp liev fego 
from the hosting committee by Tuesday May 10th. Third, you can go to the website 
and sign up as a guest. Last time, we were had an exact match of guests and 
hosts. So please feel invited to be a guest as well. Continued on page 11
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PLATINUM
Martha Amram
Shirley K. Bob

GOLD
Ben & Adean Golub
Richard & Janis Popp
Paul & Sheri Robbins
Peter & Deborah Wexler

SILVER
Leonard & Vivian Lehmann
Mark & Adele Lieberman
Kathy & Gary Reback

PATRON
Sandra & Dan Feldman
Wendy & Howard Kleckner
Bonnie & Marty Tenenbaum
Terry & Carol Winograd

FRIEND
Irene Zoken Abrams
Jacques Adler & Betty Denenberg Adler
Wendy Allyn & David Barkan
Merry & Steve Astor
Michael & Vera Baum

Ann & Sandy Benett
Fran & Alan Bennett
Joni Block
Rabbi David & Carol Booth
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Ellen & Marc Brown
Collin & Shoshanah Cohen
Reba Cohen
Elaine Cooper
Norman & Sandy Coplon
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Rabbi Sarah Graff  & Scott Roy
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Martin & Naomi Klughaupt
Patty & Mike Krigel
Jack & Sharon Levin
Rabbi Shelly & Lorri Lewis
Marlene & Gadi Maier
Rabbi Laurie Matzkin
Ron Meckler & Bella Shapero
Gary & Lori Meyers

Spring Brunch
Thanks to the following members of  the Honorary Committee who have been so supportive by their generosity.

David & Lucy Milgram
Aviv Monarch
Sonia Moss
Karen Radwin
Michael & Ariella Radwin
Jeff  & Amber Rosen
Arna & Hersh Shefrin
Judy & Lee Shulman
Ellen & Paul Snider
Marvin & Barbara Spielman
David Steuer & Barbara Shufro
Lydia & Neil Weiss

DONATIONS
Howard Belfer & Laurie Leventhal-Belfer
Yvonne & David Boxerman
Rena Shaw Davidow
Rick & Tina Fein Dinitz
Eddie Gornish & Naomi Mitchell
Kathy Merkin & Michael Lane
Jillian, Amy, Binyamin, Ephraim, Yonatan, 
Raphael, Abshalom, Beth, Mark, Ethan, 
Rachel, Gary, Lori, Sue & Ron Popp
Norman & Heather Silverman
Sara Smirin
Ron & Melanie Wilensky
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Kol Emeth’s 5th Annual
Women’s Retreat in the Redwoods

July 22-24, 2011
Join us for a weekend of singing, relaxing, praying and learning.
Deepen your connections with other women from Kol Emeth.
Spend a spiritual Shabbat in the beauty of nature.

Newcomers are especially invited!  We’re holding spots for you!

Land of Medicine Buddha Retreat Center in Soquel, CA (near Santa Cruz)

Cost: $210/person for shared room (þnancial aid available*)
$250 for single room (limited number available)
Each room has a private bathroom and shower.  Vegetarian meals included.

*We are committed that money should not be an obstacle to attending the retreat.  
If you need þnancial assistance, simply let Rabbi Graff know.  If you are able to 
make an extra contribution to help subsidize someone else, it is deeply appreciated.

Space is limited!  Last year we sold out!
Reserve your spot by completing the form below and sending it to 
Rabbi Graff at Kol Emeth, along with a deposit of $50, or full payment.   
For more information, contact Rabbi Graff at (650) 948-7498 or rabbigraff@kolemeth.org.

Yes, I want to be a part of this year’s Women’s Retreat!

Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Email Address _________________________  Phone _________________
Gligo irgpswih (ccc   Glevki q} gevh sr Ăpi (ccc  Jmrergmep Emh viuyiwxih ccc
Extra (tax deductible) donation to help subsidize others $____
Roommate Request(s)?__________________________________________
Carpool? I can drive others__.  I would like a ride _.  I’ll arrange my own__.
Would you like to help plan the retreat? ____________________________
Would you like to bring a homemade challah or treat? _________________
Would you like to lead an activity? Lead a study session?  Read Torah?   
Lead a service?   
Xv} wsqixlmrk jsv xli Ăvwx xmqiC  ,Hiwgvmfi fvmiă}2- 
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NEW FRIENDLY VISITOR PROGRAM
Looking for volunteers of all ages !

The Kol Emeth Chesed Committee is looking for caring volunteers willing to regularly visit homebound members 
of  the Kol Emeth community, perhaps once or twice a month. The purpose is to provide a caring and friendly 
presence to someone who can no longer easily get out and about, and to provide a connection to the Kol Emeth 
community. It’s a great opportunity for new friendships as well.

Whether you’re a teenager, an empty-nester, a parent with young children, a single person, or anyone else, your 
presence can truly make a difference in someone’s life !

If  you’re interested in being a Friendly Visitor, think you might be interested, or have any questions about this, 
please e-mail Judy Lurie at lurie2@sbcglobal.net.

If  you or someone you know might like a visitor, please contact Rabbi Graff  at the shul, at (650) 948-7498, or at 
rabbigraff@kolemeth.org.

We plan to have a short meeting of  Friendly Visitors in May. Judy will contact volunteers about the details.

Dean Hoffman Israel Scholarship Fund of Congregation Kol 
Emeth Is Now Accepting Applications for Scholarship Grants

The Dean Hoffman Israel Scholarship Fund is an endowment fund held and administered by Congregation 
Kol Emeth. It was established in loving memory of  Dean Hoffman who, as a graduate of  the Kol Emeth 
Hebrew High School, was passionately devoted to Eretz Yisrael and Jewish education. The fund is intended 
to encourage attendance at a high-school level Jewish education program and provide financial assistance for 
travel to Israel on a recognized program. Scholarships are available to all 11th and 12th grade students who 
meet the following eligibility requirements:

Three years of  successful attendance at the community Hebrew High School	

Participation in an approved, organized program of  study/travel to Israel, such as USY Pilgrimage,	
Hashachar, etc.	

The applicant’s parent(s) is/are member(s) of  Congregation Kol Emeth 

A check is issued directly to the agency organizing the trip to Israel. If  you have paid for the program prior to 
the awarding of  the Hoffman Fund grant, reimbursement in the amount of  the award will be made. Financial 
need of  the applicant’s family is NOT a basis or requirement for granting money. The maximum grant is $500 
per applicant, but the amount may be less depending on the amount of  available Hoffman Fund monies and 
the number of  eligible applications submitted by May 15. Grants are issued following this deadline. 

TO APPLY: A simple application is available at the synagogue’s administrative office. Please observe 
the May 15 deadline. No applications will be accepted after this date. 

•

•

•



The Voice	 	 	 	 	 	 �	 	 	 	 	 	 May 2011

DHS grant will improve physical security at Kol Emeth
Dick Roistacher

In the last four years, Kol Emeth has twice succeeded in the Department of  
Lsqiperh Wigyvmx}ùw gsqtixmxmzi kverx tvskveq2 Xli Ăvwx kverx temh jsv syv xipizmwmsr 
surveillance system and several fences and gates. 

The Security Committee is presently implementing a set of improvements to the  
Congregation’s physical security funded by our second grant of $74,780 from the  

Department of Homeland Security. The grant will support three major improvements 
and several minor ones. 

The building, built in 1965, has no smoke or temperature detectors and has only a primi-
xmzi Ăvi epevq w}wxiq2 [i evi mrwxeppmrk er mrxikvexih mrxvyhiv erh Ăvi {evrmrk w}wxiq {mxl 

off-site monitoring. 

We are replacing the present system of mechanical keys with an electronic card system that will provide for control of 
access by place, time, and person. The system will allow us to invalidate lost key cards or cards held by people who 
no longer need access. The system is being designed to comply with halachic requirements.

We are replacing 38 sets of jalousie windows with shatter resistant plate glass. The current windows are susceptible 
to breakage and removal.

In addition, the grant will fund additional computer security and pay for offsite backup facilities.

Xli kverx tvstswep {ew {vmxxir f} Hmgo Vsmwxegliv {ls mw tvszmhmrk xli Ărergmep qerekiqirx epsrk {mxl syv Xviewyviv 
Kathy Merkin. Barry Lieberman is doing the program management with oversight of all the projects provided by Execu-
tive Director Yvonne Boxerman. Please send any questions or comments to Dick Roistacher at security@kolemeth.org. 
or Yvonne Boxerman at execdir@kolemeth.org

B’Nai Mitzvah Corner

Adam is a seventh grader at Egan Junior High School. He is an avid sports fan and especially loves baseball. He en-
joys travelling with his family, playing baseball, basketball, football and tennis. He also likes hanging out with his friends 
and playing with his dog Rookie. Adam’s Bar Mitzvah is especially meaningful because he is following in the footsteps 
of his dad and brother who also became B’nai Mitzvah at Kol Emeth. He looks forward to sharing this simcha with all 
his friends and family.

Samantha is in the seventh grade at Blach Intermediate School in Los Altos. She enjoys most of her classes but is 
particularly partial to math. While she has always been active, this school year was no exception; since last summer, 
Weqerxle lew tpe}ih fewoixfepp0 gsqtixih sr liv wglsspùw gvsww gsyrxv} erh xvego * Ăiph xieqw0 tevxmgmtexiw sr mxw 
debate team, plays trumpet in the seventh grade band, and dances hip hop at Marti’s Dance Studio. In her spare time, 
when she isn’t preparing for her bat mitzvah or attending Kol Emeth’s Hebrew School, Samantha likes to exercise at the 
Y, run long distances, shop, and eat anything made with chocolate. By far, Samantha’s greatest joy, however, is attend-
ing Camp Ramah in Ojai, California where she has made most of her closest friends. After a year of shuttling to and from 
the Los Angeles area for fellow Ramahniks’ b’nai mitzvah, she will depart for her sixth year at Ramah, only a few weeks 
after her own bat mitzvah. Additionally, Samantha’s extremely rewarding mitzvah project was active participation with the 
Team Tzadek program, which included a variety of community service activities throughout the year to help the hungry, 
poor, elderly, and disabled.
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Please rsvp to Rena Davidow  •  650-328-4367  •  renasdesk@gmail.com

   

Volunteer Get Together
Thank You

Special Graduation section coming in the combined June/July Issue:

Would you like to honor one or more graduates? We will have a special graduation section in 
the combined June/July issue of The Voice. There are two options for honoring graduates:

A box, approximately business card size, with the message of your choice, for a  
donation of $36.00
A single line, with the graduate’s name, where they graduated from and future  
plans if known, for a donation of $18.00

All requests for honoring graduates must be received by noon, Monday June 13th, the 
deadline for the June/July issue of The Voice. Submissions may be made by phone, fax, 
mail or e-mail voice@kolemeth.org

Please include your desired payment arrangement with your submission.

•

•

Calling All  Volunteers: We’re Focusing on You
We invite current volunteers to come to a Volunteer Meeting on 

Sunday, June 12th from 2 to 4pm in the synagogue Social Hall. We’re 
interested in learning about your experiences as a Kol Emeth volunteer. Why did 
you become involved? What are your greatest rewards and challenges? Do you 

have suggestions for improving your program or ideas for new ones? 

Our congregation values the energy and time you contribute, so your input 
is important to us. Of course there will be time to nosh, schmooze and get 

to know each other.

And if you can’t join us, know that we will have future meetings. There 
will also be a chance for you to provide feedback through a survey 

that we will use to gather information from our volunteers.
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Library Update

We recently told you about a new acquisition, 
“When They Come For Us, We’ll Be Gone: The 
Epic Struggle to Save Soviet Jewry” by Gal 
Beckerman. This book just won the top honors 
at the National Jewish Book Awards!  

NEW BOOKS IN 
OUR LIBRARY 
WHICH ARE READY 
FOR CHECK-OUT 
by Alan Bennett

Repentance: The Meaning & Practice 
of  Teshuvah by Louis E. Newman
A frequent visitor (and long distance mem-
ber), Professor Newman recently spoke at Kol 
Emeth about his book. Combining personal 
viăigxmsrw {mxl wglspevwlmt0 li i|eqmriw xli 
way our society deals with moral failings and 
illustrates how the Jewish principles of teshu-
vah--truthfulness, responsibility and humility--
are the key to rehabilitation and reconciliation, 
both divine and human. He explores:  e.g. How 
do we overcome our evil impulses?  What 
traits do we most need to cultivate in order to 
repent?  How can we repent to those we have 
wronged?  How can we repent to those who 
have died or who are no longer reachable? 
How can teshuvah enable us to make peace 
with our transgressions while also helping us 
to develop a stronger sense of responsibility?  
(Call number 136.56 NEW)

The Arab Lobby: The Invisible Al-
liance That Undermines America’s 
Interests in the Middle East
by Mitchell Bard (from Publishers Weekly)

Fevh0 xli lieh sj xli rsrtvsĂx ehzsgeg} 
group American-Israeli Cooperative Enter-
prise, takes a historical look at the relationship 
between the United States and the lobbying 
efforts of Saudi Arabia and other Arab states. 
Bard examines these relations over time and 
argues that many of the political actions taken 

by the U.S. have been aimed at appeasing this 
lobby; even decisions surrounding the establish-
qirx sj Tepiwxmri0 li wykkiwxw0 {ivi mrăyirgih 
by lobbyist complaints. To Bard, there’s no mis-
taking the main motivation behind U.S. interest 
in Arab lands, and as far back as the mid ‘30s, 
the U.S. recognized the strategic importance of 
Arabian Peninsula oil. Bard examines the lobby’s 
beginnings, going back to 1917 when England’s 
call for a Jewish homeland in Palestine sparked 
opposition, to their current “brainwashing” of 
children. The Publishers Weekly goes on to say: 
“A subject this intrinsic to U.S. foreign policy 
deserves a more rigorous examination than what 
Bard can undertake, given his position of advo-
cacy.” Judge for yourselves!  
(Call number 890 BAR)

The Rape of  Palestine by William B. Ziff  
(based on Amazon reviews)

This reprint of the 1937 classic gives insight into 
the Israeli leaders before the establishment of 
the state. The information and discussion of the 
agricultural life of the nation and the British (mis) 
management of the country may be of greatest 
interest. The book gives strong support to the 
point that the Arab population of Palestine tripled 
during the British stewardship and that most of 
the 1948 refugees were recent immigrants them-
selves. Ziff’s thesis is that the British sought to 
strangle the ‘Jewish national Home’ under the 
weight of British regulations and Arab terrorism. 
Ziff supports the thesis well. The chapter on the 
administration of criminal law is chilling: Arab 
murderers’ of Jews given 6 months because the 
death was unintentional, the goal was merely 
rape, Jewish security guards given 20 years hard 
labor for killing an Arab terrorist. (Call number 
890 ZIF)
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Special Israel Advocacy Workshop
Thursday, May 19, 7:00 pm, Kol Emeth–Free 
Alan Elsner of  The Israel Project (www.theisraelproject.org) will be leading a workshop on 
“How to advocate for Israel: Arguments that work” at Congregation Kol Emeth, Palo Alto,
May 19, 2011 at 7:00 PM. If  you would like to hear more about how to be a more effective communicator 
about Israel—both interpersonally and through the media—then please join us.
The Israel Project (TIP) is a non-profit educational organization that gets facts about Israel and the Middle 
East to press, public officials and the public. The Israel Project is not affiliated with any government. 
 
Please RSVP to Sheree at ssroth@pacbell.net by Monday, May 16, 2011.

How to advocate for Israel:
	 Arguments that work

A workshop with the Israel Project’s 
Communications 
Director Alan Eisner

Harvard names Stanford Professor 
and Kol Emeth Member Alan Garber  
as provost
The Associated Press

CAMBRIDGE, Mass.—Harvard University President Drew Faust has named Alan Garber as provost 
for the Ivy League school.

Faust says Garber’s appointment is effective Sept. 1. The professor of medicine and economics 
at Stanford University will succeed Steven Hyman, who announced in December that he will step 
down at the end of this academic year.

Faust says Garber is “a distinguished academic leader who brings to Harvard an extraordinary 
breadth of experience in research across disciplines.” 

					     * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

While this is a bittersweet moment for Kol Emeth as we say goodbye to Alan, his wife Anne Yah-
anda and their four children, we wish the family all the best in their move.
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Religious School Update: Winding Down from NESS
By Rabbi Laurie Matzkin

Surveys, surveys in the air- surveys, surveys, everywhere! Now that we have all taken the 
Kol Emeth congregational survey and have “data collection” on our minds, I thought I 
would share with you a bit about the surveys and assessments going on with our Religious 
School. We are thrilled to be moving towards our new school model and making sure that 
community input stays at the core of  our decision-making process. As I mentioned in last 
month’s article, our 3rd-7th grade weekday students recently participated in a survey both 
reflecting on their experiences this school year and also brainstorming creative topics to 
become the basis of  our chugim and moomchim programs. Top contenders include: 
Krav Maga, Jewish Ethics Debate Team, musical theater and graphic arts. 

This month, we are hosting Jenni Mangel and David Naisuler, our JSASIP assessors, for the formal final 
evaluation of  our school through the eyes of  the NESS process. JSASIP stands for Jewish School Assessment/ 
School Improvement Process, and some of  you may remember the first JSASIP from the spring of  2009. Jenni 
and Dave will have the opportunity to hold focus groups of  parents, teachers, and students, interview key leaders 
in our program, and of  course observe all of  our classes. They will be immersing themselves in Kol Emeth in 
order to best understand our program, culture, vision, pedagogy, successes through NESS, and areas that need 
continued improvement.

As we transition to our new model, we expect that the JSASIP #2 will help us stay on track with our priorities 
and make sure that all of  our changes continue to help our mission come to life: to lay the foundation of  a strong 
and joyful Jewish identity, upon which every child can build a life of  learning, celebration, and ethical action. I am 
personally looking forward to hosting our assessors, and am proud of  how our school has flourished over the last 
two years of  NESS. 

In other news: On May 10th, Kol Emeth’s Religious School (and I hope many 
congregants!) will be participating in the community-wide Yom HaAtzma’ut celebration 
taking place at the Oshman JCC up the road. This year’s theme is 100 Years of  the Kibbutz 
Movement! It is a pleasure to be working with my colleagues Rabbi Ari Cartun and Melissa 
Rogoway from Etz Chayim to create exciting and meaningful educational activities for 
our students and all other children that attend the celebration. If  you have kibbutz stories, 
background, or materials, please let me know and we will try to incorporate it into the 
program. 

The celebration: 
4:00-7:30pm on Tuesday, May 10th, with activities for all ages.

hospitality... 
For our third Shared Shabbat, we will be inviting graduate students at Stanford Hillel to share 
a Shabbat meal with our membership. There is much talk of outreach to young adults. Let’s be 
leaders in this area by opening our homes and showing these students that we will literally make 
a place for them at the table. USCJ, the Conservative Movement, is sponsoring this aspect with 
us. Anyone who indicates that they will host a Stanford student will receive a bottle of wine from 
USCJ to be served at the meal. 

Every Passover, the Jewish world is transformed as we share Seder with one another. This year, 
let’s make May 13th just as transformative in our corner of the Jewish world.

Continued from page 3
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“Yisrael b’Koleinu”, Israel in Our Voice  
Israel Stories: Share, Listen, and Connect

By Barbara Schapira,  
Yisrael b’Koleinu Steering Committee Chair 
Israel Action Committee Chair

In March 2010, Kol Emeth was awarded the Ma’a lot Grant for our 
inspiring project, Yisrael b’Koleinu, Israel in Our Voice. This funding 
initiative was from the partnership of United Synagogue of Conservative 

Judaism and Nefesh B’Nesh; the grant’s objective — encouraging creative Israel Education. 

In the process, we have made and strengthened friendships, discovering connections to Israel 
that have impacted so many of our lives. We completed the recordings on April 10, and are 
now editing and organizing our wonderful stories for the Kol Emeth web site. The Israel Action 
Committee’s goal is to use these stories as a springboard for future projects.

Please enjoy pictures of the March 16th recording session participants, and those of April 10 
storytellers will be in the June issue. 

To commemorate and celebrate the completion of our 50-plus Israel stories that span the 
country’s history and all of Kol Emeth’s generations:
 
Please join us on Shabbat, June 4 to welcome Deputy Consul General, Gideon Lustig. He 
will be our guest speaker during services. (See Insert on page 14) 

Gideon will address “Israel and the Jewish Community in U.S.” and help with recognizing 
volunteers who have contributed their time, expertise and creativity. Through their outreach 
efforts, they’ve helped create a special and enduring congregation-wide experience.

We will also have an opportunity to wish Kol Emeth members a safe and wonderful trip to Israel 
as they prepare to leave on June 12. We look forward to having them share their new connections 
and stories of Israel when they return.
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“Yisrael b’Koleinu”  Israel in Our Voice 
Israel Stories: Share Listen Connect

          

  Join Us Shabbat, June 4th 
Celebrating our Israel Stories

Special Guest Speaker 
Gideon Lustig, Deputy Consul 

General

 Israel Consulate

Kol Emeth is honored to welcome Gideon Lustig as our special guest 
speaker. Gideon will join us in recognizing congregants who have staffed and 
participated in the ongoing “Yisrael b’Koleinu” Israel story telling project. 

Gideon Lustig is Israelôs Deputy Consul General for the Paciýc Northwest 
region. In his previous position at the country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Mr. Lustig worked in the Division of Economic Affairs, helping bolster Israel’s 
economic relations with Eastern European nations.

Prior to his diplomatic career, Gideon served ten years as an Israeli Defense 
Forces ofýcer, retiring with the rank of major.  He graduated with honors from 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, earning a Bachelor Degree in Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Studies and specializing in Muslim extremism and terrorism.



The Voice	 	 	 	 	 	 15	 	 	 	 	 	 May 2011

Adult Education
By Deborah Yuster, Chair

Jewish Basics and Beyond

Scholar-in-Residence  
“Reading Creation”
Gary A. Rendsburg, Rutgers University

	 May 25, 2011, 8:00pm
	 Location – KE Main Sanctuary

We all know what the beginning of Genesis says, 
narrating the creation of the world – but how many of 
us are familiar with tes present in the text. While this talk 
jsgywiw sr Kiriwmw 516 wtigmĂgepp}0 xli piwwsrw pievrih 
from our explication of these chapters may be applied to 
the entire biblical narrative prose corpus.

Gary Rendsburg holds the Blanche and Irving Laurie 
Chair of Jewish History at Rutgers University.  Professor 
Rendsburg earned his B.A. from the University of North 
Carolina and his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from New York 
University.  His main areas of teaching and research 
are literary approaches to the Bible, the history of the 
Hebrew language, and the history of ancient Israel.  Dr. 
Rendsburg is the author of six books and approximately 
120 scholarly articles, most of which are available at his 
website.  His most popular book is a general survey of 
the biblical world entitled The Bible and the Ancient Near 
East, co-authored with Cyrus H. Gordon (1997). 

How to Advocate for Israel: Arguments that 
Work, Alan Eisner

	 Thursday, May 19, 7:00pm
	 Kol Emeth

Alan Elsner of The Israel Project will be leading this workshop. 
If you would like to hear more about how to be a more 
effective communicator on Israel—both interpersonally and 
through the media—then please join us.

Xli Mwveip Tvsnigx ,XMT- mw e rsr1tvsĂx ihygexmsrep 
organization that gets facts about Israel and the Middle 
Iewx xs tviww0 tyfpmg sjĂgmepw erh xli tyfpmg2 Xli Mwveip 
Tvsnigx mw rsx ejĂpmexih {mxl er} kszivrqirx2 

Please RSVP to Sheree Roth if you are coming at 
ssroth@pacbell.net

Jewish Texts

Talmud Class

	 Every Sunday from 10:15-11:15 am

Now entering its 36th year of continuous study, the Sunday 
Morning Talmud group is studying Berkhot. In this section 
of Talmud, we are learning a great deal about the origins 
of our prayer and blessing practices as well as some deep 
theological considerations of gratitude. Newcomers are 
welcome, but be warned – it’s hard to stop coming once 
you start!

Special Series

Shabbat Shiur Series – A Matter of Community
A Musical Shiur with Rabbi Laurie Matzkin

	 Saturday, May 7, 1:15pm – 2:15pm

Nsmr Veffm Qex~omr jsv e qipshmsyw erh viăigxmzi öWlmyv÷ 
this month. Singing nigunim (songs without words) is a way 
xs gviexi e qihmxexmzi ăs{ erh wtmvmxyep e{eviriww0 epp mr 
the context of community. Bring your voice, your kavannah, 
and your breath. Enjoy the opportunity to simultaneously 
“go within” and connect with the group, bringing a new 
appreciation to the restorative quality of Shabbat.

Shiurim are led by a variety of different teachers, 
usually from the talented pool of Kol Emeth members. 
Stay around after Kiddush and join the animated and 
enlightening discussions!

Searching for a “Good Argument” in Jewish 
Tradition with Rabbi Sheldon Lewis

	 3-Week Series (May 18 – June 1)
	 Wednesday, May 18 and June 1 8:15pm - 9:30pm
	 Tuesday, May 24 8:15pm - 9:30pm

We are a people that argue, often with passion. The 
consequences have been at times disastrous for Jewish 
yrmx}2 Wekiw lezi viăigxih sr xli ytwmhi tswwmfmpmxmiw sj 

argument in the quest for truth and the best 
way to live. This short series will examine 
the insightful thinking of generations of 
rabbis with an eye to learning how to 
sustain strong community when issues 
divide us.

(Continued on page 16)
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Women’s Study Group Series
with Rabbi Sarah Graff

	 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month  
	 11am - 12:30pm

The Women’s Study Group, led by Rabbi Sarah Graff, 
offers a forum for women of all ages to study text and 
share life experiences in the context of Torah. This year  
we are exploring some of the Prophets, in addition to the 
weekly Torah portion and Jewish holidays throughout 
the year. Participants come with all different levels of 
Jewish knowledge, and drop-ins are most welcome. 

Contact Rabbi Graff to get on the Women’s Study Group 
email list.

Sh’ma Salon Series
Shma is a monthly journal dedicated to Jewish thought 
on key issues. This year we are organizing monthly small 
groups to meet and discuss the issues raised each 
month on topics such as Israel, Jewish weddings, and 
the role of prayer. Ellen Bob, Alan Bennett, Janis Popp 
and Lee Shulman are all hosting groups. Rabbi Booth 
will facilitate some of the sessions, while members of 
each group facilitate others. 

Mj }sy evi mrxiviwxih0 pix xli sjĂgi ors{ erh xli} {mpp tyx 
you in contact with one of the organizers.

Ideas or Suggestions?
Kol Emeth is always very appreciative of any ideas or 
suggestions that our members would like to contribute 
to the Adult Education program. Ideally, and whenever 
possible, the programs should be taught by one of our 
congregants or staff members.

To submit your ideas, please email  
deborahyuster@gmail.com.

All proposed classes will be evaluated by the Adult 
Education Committee.

Sisterhood Upcoming Events

Sunday, May 22nd, 1-3 pm: 

Second Annual Lag B’Omer Ice Cream 

Party and Playdate.
Last year was such a success we are mak-

ing this an annual event! 

Bring your kids, grandkids, or just yourself 

to Shoup Park in Los Altos to celebrate 

Lag B’Omer.  RSVPs appreciated to sister-

hood@kolemeth.org so we can get the right 

amount of ice cream and drinks!

Note: 
Sh’ma Salons will run 

through May and then 

take a summer break.  

The intent is for it to 

continue next year. 

Watch for details in 

upcoming editions of 

the Voice.

(Continued from page 15)

You may have noticed we 
have purchased new Sim 
Shalom siddurim which 
are now spread throughout 
the main sanctuary.   

Our heartfelt appreciation to a very 
generous anonymous donor who 
made it possible for us to buy these 
100 new books.   Some of our older 
ones were getting a little ragged with 
so much use (a very good thing!) so 
those have been retired, or are being 
used when we have large services.   

Many many thanks!
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Sisterhood Upcoming Events

Sunday, May 22nd, 1-3 pm: 

Second Annual Lag B’Omer Ice Cream 

Party and Playdate.
Last year was such a success we are mak-

ing this an annual event! 

Bring your kids, grandkids, or just yourself 

to Shoup Park in Los Altos to celebrate 

Lag B’Omer.  RSVPs appreciated to sister-

hood@kolemeth.org so we can get the right 

amount of ice cream and drinks!

Highlights of April 5, 2011 Board Meeting
Yvonne Boxerman, Executive Director, reported current membership is 611 – unchanged from last month. This is up from 602 families at the 

beginning of  the year.

Barbara Schapira, Chair of  the Israel Action committee, reported on the “Israel in our voice” project success – many members have shared and 

recorded their stories about Israel. They will be posted on the Kol Emeth website. The guest speaker during the upcoming Shabbat on June 4th, 

2011 will be Gideon Lusting, Deputy Counsel General from Israel.

Rena Davidow, Chair of  the Volunteer Committee, wishes to thank all the volunteers who have been helping the congregation this year! Please 

contact her if  you are interested in helping with next year’s Purim activities, coordinating High Holidays, or contributing with IT support for the 

synagogue.

Deborah Mester, representing Sisterhood, is looking for volunteers interested in leading their group’s social activities, and expanding their 

scope.

Rabbi Laurie Matzkin outlined the new school model. For more details, see the video posted on the Kol Emeth website. The changes include 

moving from the current Tuesday / Thursday / Shabbat schedule to an extended Tuesday/Shabbat model. In addition, the school will offer an 

optional class for “Moomchim” (experts) on Thursday. Emphasis will be on building a strong and joyful Jewish identity.

Kathy Merkin gave the Board an update on the current year’s budget and presented a preliminary budget proposal for next year. The Board will 

refine the proposed budget and vote on a final proposal in the May meeting.

Martha Amram updated the Board on the nominating process for next year’s Board composition.

Adean Golub, Fundraising Chair, gave an update on the Spring Brunch. 

Bruce Cohen called for broader participation in the current congregational survey. The Board is hoping for 6 00 responses. All adults in a 

household are encouraged to fill out their own survey. 

Collin Cohen and the entire Board wishes Mazel Tov to board members Sarah Kummerfeld and Matt Pellow and Trudi and David Bloom who 

just had babies!

Submitted by Joel Barbier, this month substituting for Reba Cohen, Secretary. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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About Us

Welcome New Members:
Ethan Kuniyoshi and Monica Rodriguez Kuniyoshi
916 Colorado Ave.
Palo Alto, CA 94303
(650) 924-2423

Mazal Tov To:
Adam Helfenbein on receiving The Friendship Circle Teen Leadership Award.

Sarah Kummerfeld and Matt Pellow on the birth of  their son, Benjamin Raphael, on March 26th.  

Change of  Address:
Missy and Leonard Blum		  Jacob and Evelyn Berger
945 Laurel Glen Dr.	 	 1482 Valcartier Dr.
Palo Alto, CA 94304	 	 Sunnyvale, CA 94087
(650) 947-0861		 	 (408) 746 5590.

Condolences on their recent losses:
 
Carol Wald on the loss of  her husband Barry Wald.
Carol Sege and Vivian Saper on the loss of  their brother and uncle Herbert Weintraub.
Robert Biro on the loss of  his mother Judith Biro.
Janis Popp and family on the loss of  her sister, Judy Sherman Goldblatt

Contributions

Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In memory of:
Abe Cohen
	 	 Reba Cohen
Sol Levine
	 	 Reba Cohen
	 	 Jodi C Roy
	 	 Rick and Tina Dinitz
In honor of:
Adam Spielman’s Bar Mitzvah
	 	 Jacqueline C. Manne

Dean Hoffman Israel Scholarship Fund
In memory of:
Freda Hoffman, Saul’s beloved mother
	 	 Saul and Taffy Hoffman

General Fund
Gary Rosen
Seavan and Nitzan Sternheim
Aleksandr Mlynash and Eteri Katososhvili

In honor of:
Irvin Brunstein, Marilyn Brunstein, Susan Brunstein, 
Blanche Cohen, Sam Cohen, Israel David Brunstein, 
Bertha Brunstein, Mildred Brunstein, and Elinor Herman.
	 	 David Brunstein
The terrific Shalach Manot team
	 	 Kathy Merkin and Michael Lane
	 	 Joel Siegel
Elaine Sigal’s birthday
	 	 Dr. Bernard Recht and Ditza Recht
In memory of:
Celia Bresnick and Cynthia Azer
	 	 Merry and Steve Astor
Ilene Neuman
	 	 Phil Burton and Sonia Dorfman
Eli Wichner and Milton Cohen
	 	 Ronald and Francine Cohen
Marge Locke
	 	 Henry and Alice Chezar
Family Yahrzeit
	 	 Edward Dangler

(Continued on page 19)
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Jack and Sadie Silver
	 	 Sandra and Shelton Ehrlich
Ida Feldman
	 	 Marcus and Shirley Feldman
Ethel Kleckner
	 	 Howard and Wendy Kleckner
Paul Levin
	 	 Saul Levin
Yuri Eyngorin
	 	 Michael Mlynash
Jacob Hootnick, father of  Larry Hootnick
Frances Miller, mother of  Bette Sussman
	 	 David and Lucy Milgram
Bernard Meyerson
	 	 David Meir-Levi
Marijane Popp
	 	 Richard and Janis Popp
Bronja Katz and Yosif  Rabinov
	 	 Lena and Arkady Rabinov
Family Yahrzeit
	 	 Lyudmila Spektor
Israel Lautman
	 	 Lottie Solomon
Pauline Weintraub
	 	 Carol and George Sege
Milton and Frances Sholin
	 	 Roslyn Sholin
Refuah Shlemah to:
Carolyn Spiegel and Carol Saal
	 	 Merry and Steve Astor

Kiddush Fund
Aviva and Ben Saitz
Livio and Hilda Sagues

Kol HaHekdesh-Voice of  Our Sacred Synagogue
Fred Bob Prayer Book Fund; Miriam Ferziger Jewish Media & Arts 
Fund; Simon Grossman Religious Objects Repair Fund; Hearing 
Equipment Fund; Library Fund; Melnick Mahzor Fund; Office 
Equipment Fund; Synagogue Improvement Fund; Esther Waldman 
Children’s Books Fund

Anonymous
Tina and Richard Dinitz
In memory of:
Barry Wald 
Sue Barkhurst’s brother
	 	 Frances and Alan Bennett

Kol HaTzibur-Voice of  Kol Emeth 
Community
Chesed Fund; Marshall Denenberg Fund; Young Adults Fund
In honor of:
Rabbi Booth, with thanks for being the agent for selling 
chametz for Pesach
	 	 Lisa and Bill Kelly
In memory of:
Milton Cohen
	 	 Gordon and Joan Cohen

Kol Limmud-Voice of  Education
Amkraut Family Education Fund; Education Enrichment Fund; 
Hurvitz Family Education Fund; Lewis, I Youth Education Fund; 
Torah for Tots; Weis Camp Scholarships Fund; Youth Activities, 
USY, Kadima Fund

Eddie Gornish and Naomi Mitchell
In honor of:
David Boxerman, Lee Katzman, and the cast and crew of  
The Three Cornered Hat
	 	 Reba Cohen
In memory of:
Philip Schary
	 	 Martha Schary Amram
Joe and Florence Feldman
	 	 Elyse and Chuck Feldman and family
Mildred Kosofsky, Rene’s mother, in loving memory
	 	 Paul and Rene Halpern

Kol Tzedakah-Voice of  Community Beyond 
Kol Emeth
Alfred Barauck Soviet Émigré Fund; Homeless Fund, Israel Action 
Fund; Social Action Fund

Stanley and Linda Fischman
In honor of:
On the occasion of  Adam Spielman’s Bar Mitzvah, to honor 
Ira and Leanu Karp’s work on behalf  of  Ethiopian Jews.
	 	 Martha Amrarm
On the occasion of  Samantha Rubenstein’s Bat Mitzvah, to 
honor Ira and Leanu Karp’s work on behalf  of  Ethiopian Jews.
	 	 Martha Amrarm
Purim Tzedakah
	 	 Constance Stillinger
In memory of:
Berta Wald
	 	 Alice Wald and Paul Overmyer
Dr. Jacob Fassbender
	 	 Marianne Strassman

(Continued on page 20)
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Victor and Mary Saydun
In memory of:
Lynn Kantor Goldring
	 	 Stanley Goldring
Samuel and Susan Calderon
	 	 Sari and Frank Shifrin
Herbert Weintraub
	 	 George and Carol Sege

Corrections:
We apologize to Cliff  and Debby Winnig for the incorrect 
placing of  their donation last month. It should have been in the 
Kiddush Fund.

 

(Continued from page 19)
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